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After hearing a sermon
from the famous John of
Avila on repentance, he
was so overcome by the
thought of his sins that the
whole town thought the
little bookseller had gone
from simple eccentricity to
madness. After the sermon
John rushed back to his
shop, tore up any secular
books he had, gave away
all his religious books and
all his money. Clothes torn
and weeping, he was the
target of insults, jokes, and
even stones and mud from
the townspeople and their
children.
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5th Sunday of Lent

LIVING WATER
Today’s Gospel shows Jesus speaking powerfully and
bluntly. When people teach they speak with
reasoning and arguments about the Truth. This is
very good but Jesus speaks with authority. He does
reason with the Jewish leaders but He also says “I am
the living water.” He isn’t claiming some sort of
knowledge but that He is someone special. Imagine
if someone today claimed that they were sent by
God. However they did not simply claim it but
whenever they spoke their opponents were incapable
of responding to them. Imagine if they had the
ability to work miracles as well. There is something
truly amazing about that.
They second thing we find is the problem of Jesus’s
birthplace. The authorities say the Messiah cannot
come from Galilee because it is known that he will
come from Bethlehem. As we all know Jesus is from
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Bethlehem. However, because the authorities judge by
human standards they cannot see the reality of the
situation. They aren’t even crazy to think He isn’t from
Bethlehem. They must know what Herod did to the
children in Bethlehem and it isn’t unlikely for someone to
say that Jesus couldn’t have been born there because at His
age He would be one of the slaughtered children. That is
why we must always ask to see things as God sees them or
else our reasoning, which doesn’t take into account the
Divine, will mislead us. So, let us turn to God and ask Him
to show us what we can do to finish up these last weeks of
Lent and make it truly great.

What is the point of giving thanks to God if He knows
everything we have is because of Him?
All prayer is geared towards our betterment. God is not
made better or worse by our praying or our not praying.
While it brings joy to God to have us return the love He
gives us, God is not lacking in love because He is love. If
prayer is understood in this way then the question is not
why should we thank God for His benefit, but rather what
benefit comes from thanking God for all He has given us.
What are the benefits of prayers of gratitude or
thanksgiving?
First and foremost it bears the fruit of humility, the mother
of all virtues, in us. If a person thanks God for what he has
received he quickly will realize that everything he has and
everything he has accomplished depended on God’s
generosity. Even the most hardworking person who has
built up a fortune and a good family must be humbled when
he thinks how God has granted him the wisdom and the
drive and a sufficient body and mind to accomplish these
things. Simple things, like feet that don’t hurt us, can be the
difference between working two extra hours and saving up
for a business. Secondly, it gives us the ability to be more
generous. A person who knows he has received much will
give much. Thirdly, it helps start to pray. When we begin
with giving thanks, or when we do it throughout the day, we
enter into the heavenly abode and see things from a
different light. It is much easier to trust God to help us, or
to converse with God, if we have centered ourselves on the
fact that God loves us and has blessed us plentifully.
Once I asked for something but God was not very
generous in answering my prayer. Why?
God is not a divine business where we give our prayers as
payment and receive what we pray for. Rather, God is a
loving father. At times what we ask is shortsighted, or
maybe it is bad for us, or even it is far less than what God
wants to give us. Like a good Father God gives us what we
need but not always what we want. Often the context of our
asking for anything is based on how we see the world
turning out without that thing. But no one knows what
tomorrow holds. Often times it is better to go without some
material good and to build our character so that when we do
receive it we do so with humility. This is true for spiritual
things. Sometimes people will ask for an increase in faith for
example, but by allowing us to build up endurance in prayer
and searching for truth God lets us grow to be able to
receive that gift of faith.
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PARISH SCHEDULE
SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

“Is it not written in your law, ‘I said, you are gods’? If
those to whom the word of God came were called ‘gods’—
and the scripture cannot be annulled— can you say that the
one whom the Father has sanctified and sent into the world
is blaspheming because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’? If I am
not doing the works of my Father, then do not believe
me. But if I do them, even though you do not believe me,
believe the works, so that you may know and understand[e]
that the Father is in me and I am in the Father.” Then they
tried to arrest him again, but he escaped from their hands.

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
4:00PM
ENGLISH
SUNDAY MASSES
8:30AM
ARABIC/
10:00AM
ENGLISH
11:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
12:00PM
CHALDEAN/
7:00PM
ENGLISH

John 10:34-39

DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES
8:00AM
ENGLISH @ ECRC
9:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
10:00AM
CHALDEAN/

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
Lord Jesus, let us humble ourselves as Palm Sunday
approaches and realize that we are no different than the
people in Jerusalem waiting with palm branches for the
Messiah to shout His praise. Those same people would
gather together and ask that Jesus be crucified. With
humility let us remember how we have hurt you Jesus and
with the intercession of your mother let us do no more
harm to you but console you for our sins and those of the
whole world.

WEDNESDAY
5:00PM
ADORATION
6:00PM
ENGLISH MASS
7:00PM
BIBLE STUDY
CONFESSION
5-7PM
WEDNESDAY
6-7PM
SUNDAY
OR BY APPOINTMENT
Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office.
Baptisms: Please call a few weeks in advance.
Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM
Weddings: Please schedule six months in advance.

FINANCIAL STATUS
Weekly Goal:
$6,000
Weekly Coll.:
$4,543
Over/(Under)
($1,457)
*Sign up for weekly giving at
OurladyofChaldeans.com
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
I. CHRIST'S WHOLE LIFE IS MYSTERY
514 Many things about Jesus of interest to human curiosity do
not figure in the Gospels. Almost nothing is said about his
hidden life at Nazareth, and even a great part of his public life
is not recounted. What is written in the Gospels was set down
there "so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God, and that believing you may have life in his name."

persecutions that may come our
way.
The mysteries of Jesus'
infancy
527 Jesus' circumcision, on the
eighth day after his birth, is the
sign of his incorporation into
Abraham's descendants, into
515 The Gospels were written by men who were among the
the people of the covenant. It is
first to have the faith and wanted to share it with others. Having the sign of his submission to the
known in faith who Jesus is, they could see and make others
Law and his deputation to
see the traces of his mystery in all his earthly life. From the
Israel's worship, in which he will
swaddling clothes of his birth to the vinegar of his Passion and participate throughout his life.
the shroud of his Resurrection, everything in Jesus' life was a
This sign prefigures that
sign of his mystery. His deeds, miracles and words all revealed "circumcision of Christ" which is
that "in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily." His
Baptism.
humanity appeared as "sacrament", that is, the sign and
instrument, of his divinity and of the salvation he brings: what
528 The Epiphany is the
was visible in his earthly life leads to the invisible mystery of his manifestation of Jesus as
divine sonship and redemptive mission
Messiah of Israel, Son of God and Savior of the world. The
great feast of Epiphany celebrates the adoration of Jesus by
Characteristics common to Jesus' mysteries
the wise men (magi) from the East, together with his baptism in
516 Christ's whole earthly life - his words and deeds, his
the Jordan and the wedding feast at Cana in Galilee. In the
silences and sufferings, indeed his manner of being and
magi, representatives of the neighboring pagan religions, the
speaking - is Revelation of the Father. Jesus can say:
Gospel sees the first-fruits of the nations, who welcome the
"Whoever has seen me has seen the Father", and the Father
good news of salvation through the Incarnation. The magi's
can say: "This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!" Because
coming to Jerusalem in order to pay homage to the king of the
our Lord became man in order to do his Father's will, even the Jews shows that they seek in Israel, in the messianic light of
least characteristics of his mysteries manifest "God's love. . .
the star of David, the one who will be king of the nations. Their
among us".
coming means that pagans can discover Jesus and worship
him as Son of God and Savior of the world only by turning
517 Christ's whole life is a mystery of redemption. Redemption towards the Jews and receiving from them the messianic
comes to us above all through the blood of his cross, but this
promise as contained in the Old Testament. The Epiphany
mystery is at work throughout Christ's entire life:
shows that "the full number of the nations" now takes its "place
- already in his Incarnation through which by becoming poor he in the family of the patriarchs", and acquires Israelitica
enriches us with his poverty;
dignitas (is made "worthy of the heritage of Israel").
- in his hidden life which by his submission atones for our
529 The presentation of Jesus in the temple shows him to be
disobedience;
- in his word which purifies its hearers;
the firstborn Son who belongs to the Lord. With Simeon and
- in his healings and exorcisms by which "he took our infirmities Anna, all Israel awaits its encounter with the Savior-the name
and bore our diseases";
given to this event in the Byzantine tradition. Jesus is
- and in his Resurrection by which he justifies us.
recognized as the long-expected Messiah, the "light to the
Our communion in the mysteries of Jesus
nations" and the "glory of Israel", but also "a sign that is spoken
against". The sword of sorrow predicted for Mary announces
519 All Christ's riches "are for every individual and are
Christ's perfect and unique oblation on the cross that will impart
everybody's property." Christ did not live his life for himself but the salvation God had "prepared in the presence of all
for us, from his Incarnation "for us men and for our salvation" to peoples".
his death "for our sins" and Resurrection "for our justification".
530 The flight into Egypt and the massacre of the
He is still "our advocate with the Father", who "always lives to
make intercession" for us. He remains ever "in the presence of innocents make manifest the opposition of darkness to the
God on our behalf, bringing before him all that he lived and
light: "He came to his own home, and his own people received
suffered for us."
him not." Christ's whole life was lived under the sign of
persecution. His own share it with him. Jesus' departure from
520 In all of his life Jesus presents himself as our model. He is Egypt recalls the exodus and presents him as the definitive
"the perfect man",who invites us to become his disciples and
liberator of God's people
follow him. In humbling himself, he has given us an example to
imitate, through his prayer he draws us to pray, and by his
poverty he calls us to accept freely the privation and
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