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THE RESURRECTION PROMISE
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intimacy with God.
So, why would God create humanity knowing that we
would rebel against him? Why would he create humanity
knowing that he would have to incarnate himself, suffer,
and die to gain us redemption? Why would he permit the
birth of people that would disobey him and even lose
eternal life? Simple answer: because he loves us. Why does
God love us so much, because it's who he is, it's literally
his nature to love us; "God is love" (1John 4:16).
Our responsibility to a God who loves us with so
unconditionally, so selflessly, so tenderly: respond with
praise and thanksgiving!! Instead of banging our head
against the wall trying to understand God's complex will:
"why would he create someone if he knows they will go to
hell?" instead, "why would God create Adam knowing he
would have to prepare his incarnation through many
prophets and kings who would be disobedient; suffer and
die to redeem all of humanity; give us his Holy Spirit and
the grace sufficient enough for all humans to find eternal
life, if we respond to it; and thus entering into a deep and
intimate relationship with our creator, our God?!?" Love
and the desire for us to love him back.

Fr. Pierre Konja

How do we know the Resurrection is real?
We actually have record in the bible of people doubting the
resurrection and even paying someone to keep silent (see the
Scripture of the Week) about what they had seen.
Everything leads up to the resurrection. Jesus’s ministry is
meaningless without the resurrection. All of Jesus’s promises
and all those promised about the Messiah mean nothing if
Jesus does not rise from the grave.
So, how do we know? We can certainly cite the many
miracles of Jesus as proof since we have the story from four
different sources about them who had seen it firsthand or
heard it from those who did see it first hand. Some atheists
doubt that, although they are willing to accept the testimony
of even one person at court. So, how can we be sure? The
answer lies in the apostles. They are 12 normal men who,
after the death of Jesus go on to perform miracles across
Asia, Europe, and Africa. Most die a horrible death as
martyrs and yet not one says it was a lie to save their lives.
Some doubters may say that they lied so long they believed
it, but surely at least one of them might have cracked or left
the group after the Resurrection. Even in our own time
during the Watergate scandal Charles Colson found proof
for the resurrection. He pointed out 12 of the most
powerful men in the country could not keep a small lie for 3
weeks and yet the apostles could do so for 40 years and face
a horrible death?
Why is the Resurrection so important?
Jesus promised he would rise after three days. Jesus healed
many people, He stood up to the religious authorities, He
even introduced a new code of morality and ethics.
However, all of these are temporary or empty words if
Jesus’s promise was not true.
More than that, Jesus changed the one thing that makes all
men equal, death. Everyone dies, but Jesus brought hope
that we might live forever. Even the Jews awaited that. The
rabbis knew that until the Messiah came, there would be no
one in heaven, but they went instead to a waiting place.
That’s why we say Jesus went into hell. He went for those
souls waiting for the Messiah and took them with Him into
heaven. Life was no longer about earthly things but instead
our lives on earth suddenly became a small stepping stone
into Eternity. Nothing could remain the same when Jesus
lead the way out of death.
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PARISH SCHEDULE
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK
While they were going, some of the guard went into the
city and told the chief priests everything that had
happened. After the priests had assembled with the elders,
they devised a plan to give a large sum of money to the
soldiers, telling them, “You must say, ‘His disciples came
by night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ If this
comes to the governor’s ears, we will satisfy him and keep
you out of trouble.” So they took the money and did as
they were directed. And this story is still told among the
Jews to this day.
Matthew 28:11-15

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
4:00PM
ENGLISH
SUNDAY MASSES
8:30AM
ARABIC/
10:00AM
ENGLISH
11:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
12:00PM
CHALDEAN/
7:00PM
ENGLISH
DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES
8:00AM
ENGLISH @ ECRC
9:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
10:00AM
CHALDEAN/

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
Holy, holy, holy
Lord God of Hosts.

WEDNESDAY
5:00PM
ADORATION
6:00PM
ENGLISH MASS
7:00PM
BIBLE STUDY

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

CONFESSION
5-7PM
WEDNESDAY
6-7PM
SUNDAY
OR BY APPOINTMENT
Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office.
Baptisms: Please call a few weeks in advance.
Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM
Weddings: Please schedule six months in advance.

FINANCIAL STATUS
See the year-to-date summary on
page 5.
*Sign up for weekly giving at
OurladyofChaldeans.com
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Do you really believe?

القيامة
عبارة نُر ِّددُها في هذا اليوم المبارك ابتهاجاً بذلك.. " حقا ً قام... "قا َم المسيح
الحدث العظيم الذي حص َل في أورشليم قب َل حوالي ألفَي سنة! قب َل ثالثة أيام
.. وض َّمهُ الموت..
 واحتواه القب ُر..  وشيَّ َعتهُ الدموع.. ب يسوع
ُ ... فقط
َ
َ ِ صل
َّ ..... وظن الناس أن ال رجعةَ له
َّ
: لكن الساعةَ دقَّت
.. وسه َر عليه الحراس
ُ
ُ وخرج يسو
.ًع ظافراً وغالبا
..  وسقطَ الحراس.. الموت
َفاهت َّز القب ُر وارت َجف
َ
ُوذروتَه وق ّمة
َّ !نعم
إن القيامة هي أعظم حدَث وهي محو ُر إيمانِنا المسيحي
َ
!كمال ِه
 "أينَ نقف نحنُ اليوم من هذا الحدَث الجليل؟ والجواب: قد يسأل البعض منّا
ُ نحن.ت وإيمان
ُ نحنُ "شعب:هو كاآلتي
ٍ المسيح" ! نحنُ من ينتظر مجيئَه بثبا
ِ
ُنحن
شعبَه
.َمن يحتف ُل اليوم بالقيامة من "خيمة" و "كراڤان" و منزل وكنيسة
 نحنُ َمن أبى ان ين ُك َر دينه وإيمانَه وفضّ َل التهجير.المفتدى بد ِمه المق َّدس
 نحنُ َمن يقف اليوم بوج ِه أولئك اللذين حللوا واستباحوا ما.والموت على ذلك
ْ
َّ  نحنُ من ال يهابُ الموت.نهى عنه هللا
َغلب الموت
بالموت وقام
ألن إلهنا
َ
.ًمنتصرا
ولكنه أيضاً ي ِعدُنا بالقيامة والحياة..  لنحمل الصليب.. يسوع يدعونا لنتألم معه
.يدعونا لنتَجرَّد من الخطيئة..  هو يدعونا لنكون كاملين وصالحين.األبدية
َّ
 أما آن. فما تزال الدعوة قائمة والفرصة متوفرة.. يمض بع ُد
أن الوقتَ لم
ِ
األوان لنا من أن نُلبّي هذه الدعوة وخصوصاً في هذه األيام المق ّدسة؟ قد نبدأ
 قد نقوم..  قد نَغفِر لِ َمن أسا ِء الينا.. خصام معه
بمصالحة َمن نحن على
ٍ
 قد نضاعف.. ً بعمل خير أو إحسان ل َمن هو محتاج ماديّا ً او معنويا
 قد.. أو نحضر القداس باستمرار..  قد نقرأ الكتاب المقدس أكثر.. صلواتنا
.مكان ما
 القائمة طويلة وما علينا إال ان نبدأ ِمن.. نشترك في ساعة السجود
ٍ
ًهذا ما يمكننا ان نبدأ به اليوم ونحن نحتفل بقيامة ربِّنا لكي نكون حقّاً أهال
 وختاماً لنردد مع المجدلية ومع.ك ألجلنا
َ ِومستحقين لهذا الدم الثمين الذي ُسف
ماليين المؤمنين كالم الترنيمة الذي وإن د َّل فإنّما يدل على عظم ِة أيماننا
:المسيحي وعظمة معجزة القيامة وخالص الجنس البشري
ْ
فت َح... الموت
أبواب
خلّ َع
َ

رابوني قا ْم! نزل الى الجحي ْم

أبواب النعي ْم
َ
ْ ال تسألوهُ لِ َم ثيابُهُ مخضوبَةٌ بالدماء... شا َل آد َم واألنقيا ْء
 إنَّهُ سرُّ الفدا ْء... ِّإنَّه سرُّ الحب
باب الرجا ْء
َ فتح لنا
َ ! ُّقا َم الرب
ْال موتَ بع ُد وال انتهاء
ْ والحبُّ خلو ٌد ولقاء... محبّةٌ ه َو

As we are getting ready to celebrate Easter, I find myself
contemplating its true meaning. Is it about the new dress,
the Easter eggs, or going to church throughout Holy
Week? While there’s a valid place for all these practices,
going to church being more important than others, I still
think there’s a powerful message from Easter that goes
unnoticed.
In order to understand Easter, we must spend some time
reflecting on Good Friday. Our Lord is arrested, beaten
and whipped, and then dragging His own cross to Golgotha, gets crucified and then buried. Maybe we’ve come to
accept these truths, but do we understand what’s really
happening. It might help if we reflect on some of our
dear ones that have left this earth: a mother, grandmother, son, or brother. This is what Mary and the disciples
felt on Good Friday. While we have the consolation of
meeting our loved ones again, Mary and the disciples didn’t feel the same since Easter hadn’t happened yet. There
was no resurrection from the dead or at least not in three
days.
So now it’s Easter Sunday and the textbook answer we’re
ready to give to the question “what happened on Easter?”
is obviously “Jesus rose from the dead!” Jesus ROSE
from the dead. It’s true, but what does it mean? How
does it affect our lives day to day?
The devil was dancing on Good Friday thinking that God
is crucified and that he has won the battle. He has conquered mankind. But on Easter Sunday, with Christ’s resurrection, God triumph. There’s nothing that the devil
can do to undo this reality. But sadly, how often we go
through life feeling defeated? How often we hear things
like “why didn’t God hear my prayers? Why didn’t he
spare my loved one?” or “why is this misfortune happening to me, I’ve been a good person.” We forget two important truths when these words are uttered. Firstly, our
Lord himself has endured life’s hardship even unto death;
secondly Our Lord has won over this world. He HAS the
power to help us overcome anything.

St. Augustine says: “Pray as though everything depended
on God. Work as though everything depended on you.”
If we truly believe in His power, a power that death can’t
Mayce George even stop, then we would work with more confidence
ourselves. We wouldn’t go through life defeated but vic-
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torious because we know God is on our side. We would always trust, just like children trust their parents, in His divine
providence. We would know that we are never alone and that He will take care of all of our needs. In the life the saints
there are normally two common facts most had in common. They suffered! They smiled! Even though their life was
filled with hardships such as being skinned alive or incurable diseases, they always smiled. They had the peace and the
confidence of the resurrected Christ and nothing wavered that.
I finally leave you with Christ’s words himself. "I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the
world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” John 16:33. May the power of the resurrected Christ be with you always. Happy Easter!

Fenar Kashat
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
The appearances of the Risen One
641 Mary Magdalene and the holy women who came to finish
anointing the body of Jesus, which had been buried in haste
because the Sabbath began on the evening of Good Friday,
were the first to encounter the Risen One. Thus the women
were the first messengers of Christ's Resurrection for the
apostles themselves. They were the next to whom Jesus
appears: first Peter, then the Twelve. Peter had been called to
strengthen the faith of his brothers, and so sees the Risen One
before them; it is on the basis of his testimony that the
community exclaims: "The Lord has risen indeed, and has
appeared to Simon!"
642 Everything that happened during those Paschal days
involves each of the apostles - and Peter in particular - in the
building of the new era begun on Easter morning. As
witnesses of the Risen One, they remain the foundation stones
of his Church. The faith of the first community of believers is
based on the witness of concrete men known to the Christians
and for the most part still living among them. Peter and the
Twelve are the primary "witnesses to his Resurrection", but
they are not the only ones - Paul speaks clearly of more than
five hundred persons to whom Jesus appeared on a single
occasion and also of James and of all the apostles.
643 Given all these testimonies, Christ's Resurrection cannot
be interpreted as something outside the physical order, and it
is impossible not to acknowledge it as an historical fact. It is
clear from the facts that the disciples' faith was drastically put
to the test by their master's Passion and death on the cross,
which he had foretold. The shock provoked by the Passion
was so great that at least some of the disciples did not at once
believe in the news of the Resurrection. Far from showing us a
community seized by a mystical exaltation, the Gospels
present us with disciples demoralized ("looking sad") and
frightened. For they had not believed the holy women
returning from the tomb and had regarded their words as an
"idle tale". When Jesus reveals himself to the Eleven on Easter
evening, "he upbraided them for their unbelief and hardness
of heart, because they had not believed those who saw him
after he had risen."
644 Even when faced with the reality of the risen Jesus the
disciples are still doubtful, so impossible did the thing seem:
they thought they were seeing a ghost. "In their joy they were
still disbelieving and still wondering." Thomas will also
experience the test of doubt and St. Matthew relates that
during the risen Lord's last appearance in Galilee "some
doubted." Therefore the hypothesis that the Resurrection was
produced by the apostles' faith (or credulity) will not hold up.
On the contrary their faith in the Resurrection was born,
under the action of divine grace, from their direct experience
of the reality of the risen Jesus.
The condition of Christ's risen humanity

645 By means of touch and the
sharing of a meal, the risen
Jesus establishes direct contact
with his disciples. He invites
them in this way to recognize
that he is not a ghost and above
all to verify that the risen body
in which he appears to them is
the same body that had been
tortured and crucified, for it still
bears the traces of his
Passion. Yet at the same time
this authentic, real body
possesses the new properties of
a glorious body: not limited by
space and time but able to be
present how and when he wills;
for Christ's humanity can no longer be confined to earth, and
belongs henceforth only to the Father's divine realm. For this
reason too the risen Jesus enjoys the sovereign freedom of
appearing as he wishes: in the guise of a gardener or in other
forms familiar to his disciples, precisely to awaken their faith.
646 Christ's Resurrection was not a return to earthly life, as
was the case with the raisings from the dead that he had
performed before Easter: Jairus' daughter, the young man of
Naim, Lazarus. These actions were miraculous events, but the
persons miraculously raised returned by Jesus' power to
ordinary earthly life. At some particular moment they would
die again. Christ's Resurrection is essentially different. In his
risen body he passes from the state of death to another life
beyond time and space. At Jesus' Resurrection his body is
filled with the power of the Holy Spirit: he shares the divine
life in his glorious state, so that St. Paul can say that Christ is
"the man of heaven".
The Resurrection as transcendent event
647 O truly blessed Night, sings the Exultet of the Easter
Vigil, which alone deserved to know the time and the hour
when Christ rose from the realm of the dead! But no one was
an eyewitness to Christ's Resurrection and no evangelist
describes it. No one can say how it came about physically. Still
less was its innermost essence, his passing over to another life,
perceptible to the senses. Although the Resurrection was an
historical event that could be verified by the sign of the empty
tomb and by the reality of the apostles' encounters with the
risen Christ, still it remains at the very heart of the mystery of
faith as something that transcends and surpasses history. This
is why the risen Christ does not reveal himself to the world,
but to his disciples, "to those who came up with him from
Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now his witnesses to the
people."
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