April 3rd, 2016

SAINTS OF THE WEEK
ST. STANISLAUS

He incurred the enmity of
King Boleslaus the Bold
when he denounced the
King's cruelties and
injustices and especially his
kidnapping of the beautiful
wife of a nobleman. When
Stanislaus
excommunicated the King
and stopped services at the
Cathedral when Boleslaus
entered, Boleslaus himself
killed Stanislaus while the
Bishop was saying Mass in
a chapel outside the city on
April 11 .

New Sunday

BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HAVE NOT SEEN
The first reading from Acts is an interesting
story about two people who come to deceive the
early Church. They are moved by Jesus and join the
community in Jerusalem of believers. That early
community shared everything in common, much like
convents and monasteries today. However, there
were two people who, while moved by the testimony
of the Apostles, were stingy. Ananias and Sapphira
wanted to be like everyone else, by selling all that
they had and bringing it to the Apostles. The idea
was that those who owned property were wealthy
and so by selling what they had they could help
create a community of equality with the help of the
Apostles. In many ways the Church still operates
with the same idea in mind. However, Ananias and
Sapphira held back a portion of the sale and gave the
Apostles only part. They were struck down. The
issue was not that they did not give all of it over, it
was that they held some back and pretended like it
was all of it. Of course, the other half of the problem
was that they did not really believe. If a person
believes in God what do they have to worry about if
they retain a few coins or not? Also, they didn’t
believe because they thought they could trick the
Apostles. Anyone who has been moved by a sermon
or homily knows that it isn’t the speaker at work, but
the Holy Spirit. So, when Ananias and Sapphira were
moved by the Spirit, they attempted to trick God
who was in their own hearts. It did not end well for
them but it did show the people in the community
and outside that God was with the community. It’s
also a reminder that if we live radically God can and
will be present among us too.
It’s fitting that the story of the patron of the
Chaldean church is our Gospel reading. Like Ananias
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KNOW YOUR FAITH
SANCTIFYING GRACE
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and Sapphira Thomas did not believe what had been told
to him about Jesus rising from the tomb. Unlike them, he
was not trying to be deceptive. However, he did not
believe even though he saw Jesus perform so many
miracles with his own eyes. So, when Jesus did appear, He
reassured Thomas and offered for him to put his hands in
Jesus’s wounds. Thomas fell and proclaimed “My Lord
and my God.” Jesus responds that his belief comes
because of sight, but how much more blessed are those
who believe without seeing. Of course, Jesus means those
who believe on the testimony of others and the effect of
the Holy Spirit dwelling in us. It’s a reminder that our faith
should not be based on what we see because so little of
our beliefs rely on that. Almost any scientific fact we
believe we will never prove ourselves. It would be crazy
for each person to do that. Jesus is saying that faith should
be the same way; that we should trust Him because He has
proven his trustworthiness already. That was especially the
case for Thomas.

What is sanctifying grace?
Sanctifying grace is God’s gift to a person which allows them to
enter into Heaven. No one enters heaven without sanctifying
grace. It is also necessary to have sanctifying grace to enter into
the spiritual life. “Sanctify” means “to make holy” and “grace” is a
gift from God that is freely given.
How do I receive sanctifying grace?
God offers the gift freely through the sacraments. Sanctifying
grace is first received at baptism. When we repent and confess our
sins we receive sanctifying grace again if we have lost it.
How do I lose sanctifying grace?
It is important to remember that sanctifying grace is received by
saying “yes” to God. Whether it is in baptism with our parents
acting on our behalf or when we go to confession and repent.
Mortal sins which are acts of rebellion against God kill off our
sanctifying grace. These are sins such as murder, abortion,
viewing pornography intentionally, slander, unwillingness to
forgive, failing to attend Mass for a poor reason, theft, and others.
These are acts which a person must go against what they know is
right to perform. They are a rejection of God and kill off
sanctifying grace.
I thought Jesus died for us and all we need to do is believe!
Jesus says “Not everyone who says to me ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter
into heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father.”
James tell us “You see that a person is considered righteous by
what they do and not by faith alone.” These works are not good
deeds but doing the will of the Father, which is to be baptized and
to repent of our sins. Peter says “Repent and be baptized, every
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
But I was baptized, does the Bible say I can lose my
salvation?
See the Scripture of the week to read James’s words on how sin
leads to death. Jesus mentions one sin which is unforgivable,
namely blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. Jesus does not say
anyone who is baptized cannot commit this sin. Now what is
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit? It is rejecting the gift of
salvation by refusing to repent and turn to God. St. Paul believed
he could lose his salvation. He wrote “No, I strike a blow to my
body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to
others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.”
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PARISH SCHEDULE
SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

By the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world,[c]
but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that
you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and
acceptable and perfect.

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
4:00PM
ENGLISH
SUNDAY MASSES
8:30AM
ARABIC/
10:00AM
ENGLISH
11:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
12:00PM
CHALDEAN/
7:00PM
ENGLISH

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you
not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to
think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to
the measure of faith that God has assigned.
James 1:12-16

DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES
8:00AM
ENGLISH @ ECRC
9:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
10:00AM
CHALDEAN/

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
“O Lord Jesus Christ, in every step of Your life You were
guided by the Holy Spirit and truth, which filled Your
human and divine soul. I ask You to send Your Holy Spirit
on me that I may judge things wisely in this world. It would
be helpful if I had natural prudence, and I appreciate this
gift. Most of all I want to have the prudence that You give,
the prudence that seeks first the Kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and knows that all other things necessary will
be given to me. Help me to give an example of true
prudence seeking the Kingdom of God in all that I do, and
help me avoid the false wisdom of the world and of things
that pass away. Amen.”

WEDNESDAY
5:00PM
ADORATION
6:00PM
ENGLISH MASS
7:00PM
BIBLE STUDY
CONFESSION
5-7PM
WEDNESDAY
6-7PM
SUNDAY
OR BY APPOINTMENT

FINANCIAL STATUS
Palm Sunday Goal*: $30,000
Palm Sunday Coll: $19,769
Palm Over/(Under): ($10,231)
*The goal is the cost of putting a semi
narian through one year of studies
Easter Goal:
$20,000
Easter Coll.:
$32,269
Over/(Under)
$12,269
*Sign up for weekly giving at
OurladyofChaldeans.com
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
1878 All men are called to the same end: God himself.
There is a certain resemblance between the unity of the
divine persons and the fraternity that men are to establish
among themselves in truth and love.1Love of neighbor is
inseparablø from love for God.

1884 God has not willed to
reserve to himself all exercise
of power. He entrusts to every
creature the functions it is
capable of performing,
1879 The human person needs to live in society. Society is according to the capacities of
not for him an extraneous addition but a requirement of his its own nature. This mode of
governance ought to be
nature. Through the exchange with others, mutual service
and dialogue with his brethren, man develops his potential; followed in social life. The
way God acts in governing the
he thus responds to his vocation.
world, which bears witness to
1880 A society is a group of persons bound together
such great regard for human
organically by a principle of unity that goes beyond each
freedom, should inspire the
one of them. As an assembly that is at once visible and
wisdom of those who govern
spiritual, a society endures through time: it gathers up the
human communities. They
past and prepares for the future. By means of society, each should behave as ministers of
man is established as an "heir" and receives certain "talents" divine providence.
that enrich his identity and whose fruits he must develop.3
1885 The principle of subsidiarity is opposed to all forms of
He rightly owes loyalty to the communities of which he is
collectivism. It sets limits for state intervention. It aims at
part and respect to those in authority who have charge of
harmonizing the relationships between individuals and
the common good.
societies. It tends toward the establishment of true
1881 Each community is defined by its purpose and
international order.
consequently obeys specific rules; but "the human person . .
. is and ought to be the principle, the subject and the end of II. CONVERSION AND SOCIETY
all social institutions."
1886 Society is essential to the fulfillment of the human
vocation. To attain this aim, respect must be accorded to
1882 Certain societies, such as the family and the state,
the just hierarchy of values, which "subordinates physical
correspond more directly to the nature of man; they are
and instinctual dimensions to interior and spiritual ones:"
necessary to him. To promote the participation of the
greatest number in the life of a society, the creation of
voluntary associations and institutions must be encouraged
"on both national and international levels, which relate to
economic and social goals, to cultural and recreational
activities, to sport, to various professions, and to political
affairs." This "socialization" also expresses the natural
tendency for human beings to associate with one another
for the sake of attaining objectives that exceed individual
capacities. It develops the qualities of the person, especially
the sense of initiative and responsibility, and helps guarantee
his rights.

Human society must primarily be considered something
pertaining to the spiritual. Through it, in the bright light of
truth, men should share their knowledge, be able to exercise
their rights and fulfill their obligations, be inspired to seek
spiritual values; mutually derive genuine pleasure from the
beautiful, of whatever order it be; always be readily disposed
to pass on to others the best of their own cultural heritage;
and eagerly strive to make their own the spiritual
achievements of others. These benefits not only influence,
but at the same time give aim and scope to all that has
bearing on cultural expressions, economic, and social
institutions, political movements and forms, laws, and all
1883 Socialization also presents dangers. Excessive
intervention by the state can threaten personal freedom and other structures by which society is outwardly established
and constantly developed.
initiative. The teaching of the Church has elaborated the
principle of subsidiarity, according to which "a community 1887 The inversion of means and ends, which results in
of a higher order should not interfere in the internal life of a giving the value of ultimate end to what is only a means for
community of a lower order, depriving the latter of its
attaining it, or in viewing persons as mere means to that
functions, but rather should support it in case of need and end, engenders unjust structures which "make Christian
help to co- ordinate its activity with the activities of the rest conduct in keeping with the commandments of the divine
of society, always with a view to the common good."
Law-giver difficult and almost impossible."
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