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SAINTS OF THE WEEK 
ST. ABDIESUS 

Also called Hebed Jesus, a 
deacon in the Christian 
community of Persia who 
was caught up in the 
persecutions conducted by 
King Shapur II. Records 
indicate that Abdiesus was 
accompanied in his 
martyrdom by Abrosimus, 
Acepsimus, Azadanes, 
Azades, Bicor, Mareas, 
Milles, and a women named 
Tarbula. Some were Persian 
courtiers, others priests and 
bishops. Tarbula was the 
sister of St. Simeon, and 

suffered a particularly cruel 
death by sawing. 
 

How often do we find ourselves skeptical of various 

claims, trends, and ideas? After all, how many things 

or ideas can actually transform our life or deliver 

complete happiness or satisfaction? In our world, we 

have plenty of ideas and movements competing for 

our voted interest, whether its political, economic, 

social, you name it. We can see here why 

“discernment” is so important when it comes to 

making a decision to follow or buy into this or that. 

Jesus’s time was no different. In fact, many different 

individuals and groups arose claiming that their idea 

was the best or the one to move the people forward. 

In today’s reading of Acts we find Gamaliel a 

Pharisee addressing the council of Jewish leaders 

which has gathered to investigate the apostles, 

warning them that various people in the past have 

proposed a change, garnered a following but 

eventually failed and came to nothing.  Gamaliel lays 

the same challenge before the apostles and the 

council men, “So in the present case I tell you, keep 

away from these men and let them alone; for if this 

plan or undertaking is of men, it will fail; but if it is 

of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You 

might be found opposing God”. If it is of God. 

Jesus in the gospel reading from John declares that 

He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Apart from 

Him they can do nothing. This is how the apostles 

boldly witness to Jesus before the leaders of the 

community, preaching and drawing people to faith in 

Christ. As the rest of the Acts of these Apostles 

show us, they met the challenge and have been 

found worthy of that idea, that message, the Gospel 

living and true.   

Jesus is saying to you and I as well that He is our 

way, we need not look any further than to Him f 

(Continued on page 2) 
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KNOW YOUR FAITH 

for that inspiration, guidance, and teaching in order to 

accomplish our life journey. Christianity through us can meet 

any challenge, can overcome any hurdle because of Jesus 

by whose Cross and Resurrection makes the right Way 

possible. Whatever our life goal or situation might be, we 

have a trust worthy path in Jesus and this community of 

apostles that is the Church. We too are called at times to 

stand before the council and testify to our faith, the hope, 

and drive that we have in living for him. We too can and 

must be that instrument of the Kingdom for others, 

whether family, friends, or community so that we can 

share in the apostles’ rejoicing when centered out for being 

a practicing Christian. It is of God, and for this we rejoice 

and continue to do his will so that all may follow Him and 

rejoice. 

Mark Owdeesh  

(Continued from page 1) SALVATION  

Many Protestants believe we are saved by Faith Alone 

and they say Catholics believe they can “work” their 

way into Heaven. How do you answer that?  

The Catholic Church does not now, nor has it ever, taught a 

doctrine of salvation by works…that we can “work” our way into 

Heaven. Additionally, nowhere in the Bible does it teach that we 

are saved by “faith alone.” The only place in all of Scripture where 

the phrase “faith alone” appears is in James 2:24, where it says 

that we are not justified (or saved) by faith alone. The Bible says 

very clearly that we are not saved by faith alone. Works do have 

something to do with our salvation. Numerous passages in the 

New Testament that I know of about judgment says we will be 

judged by our works, not by whether or not we have faith alone. 

We see this in Romans 2, Matthew 15 and 16, 1 Peter 1, 

Revelation 20 and 22, 2 Corinthians 5, and many, many more 

verses. If we are saved by faith alone, why does 1 Corinthians 

13:13 say that love is greater than faith? Shouldn’t it be the other 

way around? As Catholics we believe that we are saved by God’s 

grace alone. We can do nothing, apart from God’s grace, to 

receive the free gift of salvation. We also believe, however, that 

we have to respond to God’s grace. Protestants believe that, too. 

However, many Protestants believe that the only response 

necessary is an act of faith; whereas, Catholics believe a response 

of faith and works is necessary…or, as the Bible puts it in 

Galatians 5:6, “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 

uncircumsion is of any avail, but faith working through love…” 

Faith working through love…just as the Church teaches.  

How should I (a Catholic) respond to someone who 

asks me if I’ve been saved, or born again?  

Answer with a resounding, “Yes!” Tell them that it is through 

Baptism that you were saved, just as the Bible says in 1 Ptr 3:20-

21 and that it is through Baptism, water and the Spirit, that you 

are “born again,” just as the Bible says in John 3:5. You see, many 

Protestants believe that they are saved by making one single act of 

faith at one single point in time in their lives. Nowhere does 

Scripture say such a thing. As Catholics, however, we believe that 

salvation is a process which begins with our Baptism and 

continues throughout our lifetimes, just as the Bible teaches us. 

There are so many places in Scripture, which talk about how one 

is “saved”, but not one of them says we are saved by one act of 

faith at just  one point in time. As I just mentioned, 1 Ptr 3:20 

says we are saved by baptism. In Hebrews 12:14 it says that we 

will not see the Lord unless we are holy, and that we have to 

strive for this holiness. In Matthew 6:14-15, it says we must 

forgive others or we will not be forgiven. Can you attain salvation 

if God hasn’t forgiven you?  No! So, our forgiving others is  
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SATURDAY VIGIL MASS 
4:00PM ENGLISH 

 
SUNDAY MASSES 

8:30AM ARABIC/  

  10:00AM ENGLISH 
  11:30AM MORNING PRAYER 
  12:00PM CHALDEAN/  

  7:00PM ENGLISH 
 

DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES 
    8:00AM  ENGLISH @ ECRC 
   9:30AM MORNING PRAYER 

  10:00AM CHALDEAN/  

   
WEDNESDAY 

 5:00PM  ADORATION 
     6:00PM      ENGLISH MASS 

  7:00PM  BIBLE STUDY 
 

CONFESSION 
  5-7PM   WEDNESDAY 

  6-7PM   SUNDAY 
  OR BY APPOINTMENT 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

PARISH SCHEDULE 

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK 

Therefore prepare your minds for action; discipline 

yourselves; set all your hope on the grace that Jesus Christ 

will bring you when he is revealed. Like obedient children, 

do not be conformed to the desires that you formerly had in 

ignorance.  Instead, as he who called you is holy, be holy 

yourselves in all your conduct; for it is written, “You shall 

be holy, for I am holy.”  If you invoke as Father the one 

who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, 

live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. You know 

that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from 

your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold. 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 

“Heavenly father, I am your humble servant, I come before 

you today in need of hope. There are times when I fell 

helpless, There are times when I feel weak. I pray for hope. 

I need hope for a better future. I need hope for a better life. 

I need hope for love and kindness. Some say that the sky is 

at it's darkest just before the light. I pray that this is true, for 

all seems dark. I need your light, Lord, in every way. I pray 

to be filled with your light from head to toe. To bask in 

your glory. To know that all is right in the world, as you 

have planned, and as you want it to be. Help me to walk in 

your light, and live my life in faith and glory. In your name I 

pray, Amen.” 

FINANCIAL STATUS 

 Easter Goal:   $20,000 

 Easter Coll.:  $19,729* 

 Over/(Under)  $(271) 

 *There was an error last week where the 
 amount shown included Thursday and 
 Friday collections. 

 Sunday Goal:  $6,000 

 Sunday Coll:  $4,596 

 Over/(Under):  $(1,404) 

 *You can sign up at Ourladyofchal
 deans.com for online giving. 

necessary for our salvation. 1 Tim 2:15 says that woman 
will be saved through bearing children, if she continues in 
faith and love and holiness with modesty. John 6:54 says 
we will have eternal life by doing  something…eating the 
flesh and drinking the blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. In Matthew 19, verses 16 and 17, Jesus is asked 
directly what one must do to have eternal life. Did He 
say, accept me into your heart once and that’s it? No! Je-
sus said to keep the commandments and you will have 
life. Yes, as Catholics we are born again. And, as Catho-
lics we believe that we were saved, as Paul says in Rom 
8:24; that we are being saved, as Paul says in 1 Cor 1:18; 
and that we will be saved, as Paul says in Rom 5:9-10, 
provided we persevere and keep our eyes on the prize. 
Salvation is a process, just as Catholics believe, and just 
as the Bible clearly teaches.  
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I. The life of man - to know and love God   

1 God, infinitely perfect and blessed in himself, in a plan of 
sheer goodness freely created man to make him share in his 
own blessed life. For this reason, at every time and in every 
place, God draws close to man. He calls man to seek him, 
to know him, to love him with all his strength. He calls 
together all men, scattered and divided by sin, into the unity 
of his family, the Church. To accomplish this, when the 
fullness of time had come, God sent his Son as Redeemer 
and Savior. In his Son and through him, he invites men to 
become, in the Holy Spirit, his adopted children and thus 
heirs of his blessed life.                                                        
2 So that this call should resound throughout the world, 
Christ sent forth the apostles he had chosen, 
commissioning them to proclaim the gospel: "Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; 
and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age." 
Strengthened by this mission, the apostles "went forth and 
preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and 
confirmed the message by the signs that attended it."          
3 Those who with God's help have welcomed Christ's call 
and freely responded to it are urged on by love of Christ to 
proclaim the Good News everywhere in the world. This 
treasure, received from the apostles, has been faithfully 
guarded by their successors. All Christ's faithful are called to 
hand it on from generation to generation, by professing the 
faith, by living it in fraternal sharing, and by celebrating it in 
liturgy and prayer.  

II. Handing on the Faith: Catechesis     

4 Quite early on, the name catechesis was given to the 
totality of the Church's efforts to make disciples, to help 
men believe that Jesus is the Son of God so that believing 
they might have life in his name, and to educate and instruct 
them in this life, thus building up the body of Christ.          
5 "Catechesis is an education in the faith of children, young 
people and adults which includes especially the teaching of 
Christian doctrine imparted, generally speaking, in an 
organic and systematic way, with a view to initiating the 
hearers into the fullness of Christian life." 

6 While not being formally identified with them, catechesis 
is built on a certain number of elements of the Church's 
pastoral mission which have a catechetical aspect, that 
prepare for catechesis, or spring from it. They are: the initial 
proclamation of the Gospel or missionary preaching to 
arouse faith; examination of the reasons for belief; 
experience of Christian living; celebration of the sacraments; 

integration into the ecclesial 
community; and apostolic and 
missionary witness.                 
7 "Catechesis is intimately 
bound up with the whole of 
the Church's life. Not only her 
geographical extension and 
numerical increase, but even 
more her inner growth and 
correspondence with God's 
plan depend essentially on 
catechesis."                                 
8 Periods of renewal in the 
Church are also intense 
moments of catechesis. In the 
great era of the Fathers of the 
Church, saintly bishops devoted an important part of their 
ministry to catechesis. St. Cyril of Jerusalem and St. John 
Chrysostom, St. Ambrose and St. Augustine, and many 
other Fathers wrote catechetical works that remain models 
for us.                                                                                  
9 "The ministry of catechesis draws ever fresh energy from 
the councils. the Council of Trent is a noteworthy example 
of this. It gave catechesis priority in its constitutions and 
decrees. It lies at the origin of the Roman Catechism, which 
is also known by the name of that council and which is a 
work of the first rank as a summary of Christian teaching." 
The Council of Trent initiated a remarkable organization of 
the Church's catechesis. Thanks to the work of holy bishops 
and theologians such as St. Peter Canisius, St. Charles 
Borromeo, St. Turibius of Mongrovejo or St. Robert 
Bellarmine, it occasioned the publication of numerous 
catechisms.                                                                         
10 It is therefore no surprise that catechesis in the Church 
has again attracted attention in the wake of the Second 
Vatican Council, which Pope Paul Vl considered the great 
catechism of modern times. the General Catechetical 
Directory (1971) the sessions of the Synod of Bishops 
devoted to evangelization (1974) and catechesis (1977), the 
apostolic exhortations Evangelii nuntiandi (1975) and 
Catechesi tradendae (1979), attest to this. the Extraordinary 
Synod of Bishops in 1985 asked "that a catechism or 
compendium of all Catholic doctrine regarding both faith 
and morals be composed"13 The Holy Father, Pope John 
Paul II, made the Synod's wish his own, acknowledging that 
"this desire wholly corresponds to a real need of the 
universal Church and of the particular Churches."14 He set 
in motion everything needed to carry out the Synod Fathers' 
wish. 

THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
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