April 24th, 2016

SAINTS OF THE WEEK
St. George

5th After Easter

DISCIPLESHIP
I remember being in my last few years of seminary,
the focus of my preparation for priesthood was no
longer discerning or praying about being a priest; it
was now praying and discerning about what kind of
priest I wanted to be. Meaning that I want to focus
on being pro-life, discipleship, the poor, etc. Now as
a priest it's important to live a balanced life but
obviously everybody has their interests and their
focuses.

So, when we pray about our own discipleship our
own following of Jesus we also have to think about
The first piece of evidence where God is leading us specifically. Obviously, we
of George's existance
are all called to serve Jesus, to preach Jesus, to be
appeared within the works dedicated to the church, to be generous in our lives,
of the Bollandists Daniel
and to constantly reflect upon our own individual
Papebroch, Jean Bolland, relationships with God. But being realistic, for
and Godfrey Henschen's
example, parents will look at the way they were
Bibliotheca Hagiographica
raised and either raise their children the same
Graeca. George was one
of several names listed in because they loved it or both change it because they
did not like how they were raised or some variety
the historical text, and
thereof. So, without saying it parents are deciding
Pope Gelasius claimed
what kind of parents they want to be. The same goes
George was one of the
for spouses, students, grandparents, drivers,
saints "whose names are
professionals, etc.
justly reverenced among
men, but whose actions
are known only to God." So, what kind of disciple do you want to be? You
may look at Peter, James, John, and all the other
His death is estimated to
apostles and see they are all very unique individuals.
be April 23 203 A.D.
Their background, their professions, and the depth
of their faith were all unique yet they all served Jesus
and gave their lives to him.
Since we are in the middle of the season of Easter
and headed toward the season of the apostles I
believe it is fruitful to reflect on "what kind of
disciple am I?" It is when we reflect and discern
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KNOW YOUR FAITH
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about the path we are on that we can choose to either
grow, change, or keep the path. Usually, there is always
room for growth and some change. Nobody is perfect. We
are not saints yet, however the goal is sainthood. Seek
holiness.

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
Heavenly Father,
in glorifying Jesus
and sending us your Spirit,
You open the way to eternal life.
May my sharing in this Gift increase my love
and make my faith grow stronger.
Send Your Spirit to cleanse my life
so that the offering of myself to You at Mass
may be pleasing to You.
May my sharing in the Eucharist,
our Bread of Life,
bring me eternal life.

STUDYING THE CATHOLIC FAITH
Here at Catholics Come Home, we have tried to provide you with
honest answers to many of the questions you may have about the
Catholic Faith. But don’t stop learning here! In addition to the
many free and easy-to-use resources at CatholicsComeHome.org,
we encourage you to study the faith using the best Catholic
resources around.

HOW TO STUDY THE CATHOLIC FAITH
Jesus Christ proclaimed that “the truth will set you free” (John
8:32). The search for truth requires courage, patience and
openness to overcoming our own prejudices and pre-conceived
notions, so you can embrace the truth fully, whenever and
wherever it is found. The late popular TV personality Archbishop
Fulton Sheen once said, “It is easy to find truth; it is hard to face
it, and harder still to follow it.”

WHERE THE CATHOLIC CHURCH COMES IN
Because God designed us to desire and seek the truth, He
provided a special way to help us find it. The Catholic Church,
comprised of saints and sinners and everyone in between, has
been established by God to show us the way to truth and help us
get to heaven.

This mission of receiving the truth and then faithfully handing it
on to future generations was entrusted to the Church by Jesus
Christ.
He declared: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all
that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the
age” (Matthew 28:18-20).

LET CHRIST GUIDE YOU TO THE TRUTH
Don’t be surprised, though, as you begin to study Catholic
teaching and Scripture, if some things you find may be difficult at
first to understand. That’s natural.
In fact, St. Peter pointed this out nearly 2,000 years ago when he
wrote: “There are some things in them hard to understand” (2 Peter 3:16).
But don’t let that stop you from moving forward in your
discovery of the truth. After all, as John Henry Newman (the
famed convert to the Catholic Church from Protestantism) once
observed: “Ten thousand difficulties do not make one doubt.”
Pray to God for guidance and wisdom as you study. Jesus Christ
will always lead you toward truth. God bless you on your journey!
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PARISH SCHEDULE
POPE FRANCIS WANTS YOU TO
EVANGELIZE WITH THE GOSPEL OF JOY

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
4:00PM
ENGLISH

Pope Francis has the amazing knack for preaching
while embodying this preaching with his own life. He
is not simply a great marketer for the Church; he is a
model of evangelization that we can all learn a lot from.

SUNDAY MASSES
8:30AM
ARABIC/
10:00AM
ENGLISH
11:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
12:00PM
CHALDEAN/
7:00PM
ENGLISH

Everyone is Meant to Evangelize


Every Christian is challenged, here and now, to be actively
engaged in evangelization; indeed, anyone who has truly
experienced God’s saving love does not need much time or
lengthy training to go out and proclaim that love.

DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES
8:00AM
ENGLISH @ ECRC
9:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
10:00AM
CHALDEAN/

Want Authentic Personal Fulfillment? Evangelize


When the Church summons Christians to take up the task of
evangelization, she is simply pointing to the source of
authentic personal fulfilment. For “here we discover a
profound law of reality: that life is attained and matures in the
measure that it is offered up in order to give life to others.
This is certainly what mission means”.

WEDNESDAY
5:00PM
ADORATION
6:00PM
ENGLISH MASS
7:00PM
BIBLE STUDY
CONFESSION
5-7PM
WEDNESDAY
6-7PM
SUNDAY
OR BY APPOINTMENT

Evangelization Starts with Our Own Relationship with
Jesus


The spread of the Gospel is not guaranteed either by the
number of persons, or by the prestige of the institution, or by
the quantity of available resources. What counts is to be
permeated by the love of Christ, to let oneself be led by the
Holy Spirit and to graft one’s own life onto the tree of life,
which is the Lord’s Cross.

Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office.
Baptisms: Please call a few weeks in advance.
Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM
Weddings: Please schedule six months in advance.

We Must Witness the Faith with Our Lives


FINANCIAL STATUS
Sunday Goal*:
$6,000
Sunday Collection: $4,778
Over/(Under):
($1,222)
*The goal is the cost of putting a semi
narian through one year of studies
*Sign up for weekly giving at

If you happen to be with an atheist who tells you that he does
not believe in God, you can read him the whole library,
where it says that God exists, and where it is proven that God
exists, and he will not believe. [However] if in the presence of
this same atheist you witness to a consistent, Christian life,
something will begin to work in his heart…. It will be your
witness that brings him the restlessness on which the Holy
Spirit works.
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
draw man to himself. Only in
God will he find the truth and
happiness he never stops
searching for: The dignity of man
rests above all on the fact that he
is called to communion with
God. This invitation to converse
24 By design, this Catechism does not set out to provide the
with God is addressed to man as
adaptation of doctrinal presentations and catechetical methods
required by the differences of culture, age, spiritual maturity, and soon as he comes into being. For
if man exists it is because God
social and ecclesial condition among all those to whom it is
has created him through love,
addressed. Such indispensable adaptations are the responsibility
and through love continues to
of particular catechisms and, even more, of those who instruct
the faithful: Whoever teaches must become "all things to all men" hold him in existence. He cannot
(⇒ I Cor 9:22), to win everyone to Christ. . . Above all, teachers live fully according to truth
must not imagine that a single kind of soul has been entrusted to unless he freely acknowledges
them, and that consequently it is lawful to teach and form equally that love and entrusts himself to his creator.
all the faithful in true piety with one and the same method! Let
them realize that some are in Christ as newborn babes, others as 28 In many ways, throughout history down to the present day,
men have given expression to their quest for God in their
adolescents, and still others as adults in full command of their
powers.... Those who are called to the ministry of preaching must religious beliefs and behaviour: in their prayers, sacrifices, rituals,
meditations, and so forth. These forms of religious expression,
suit their words to the maturity and understanding of their
hearers, as they hand on the teaching of the mysteries of faith and despite the ambiguities they often bring with them, are so
universal that one may well call man a religious being: From one
the rules of moral conduct. Above all - Charity
ancestor (God) made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and
he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the
25 To conclude this Prologue, it is fitting to recall this pastoral
principle stated by the Roman Catechism: The whole concern of places where they would live, so that they would search for God
doctrine and its teaching must be directed to the love that never and perhaps grope for him and find him - though indeed he is
ends. Whether something is proposed for belief, for hope or for not far from each one of us. For "in him we live and move and
have our being."
action, the love of our Lord must always be made accessible, so
that anyone can see that all the works of perfect Christian virtue
29 But this "intimate and vital bond of man to God" (GS 19 # 1)
spring from love and have no other objective than to arrive at
can be forgotten, overlooked, or even explicitly rejected by man.
love.
Such attitudes can have different causes: revolt against evil in the
world; religious ignorance or indifference; the cares and riches of
PART ONE: THE PROFESSION OF FAITH
this world; the scandal of bad example on the part of believers;
SECTION ONE "I BELIEVE" - "WE BELIEVE"
currents of thought hostile to religion; finally, that attitude of
26 We begin our profession of faith by saying: "I believe" or "We sinful man which makes him hide from God out of fear and flee
his call.
believe". Before expounding the Church's faith, as confessed in
the Creed, celebrated in the liturgy and lived in observance of
God's commandments and in prayer, we must first ask what "to 30 "Let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice."
Although man can forget God or reject him, He never ceases to
believe" means. Faith is man's response to God, who reveals
himself and gives himself to man, at the same time bringing man call every man to seek him, so as to find life and happiness. But
a superabundant light as he searches for the ultimate meaning of this search for God demands of man every effort of intellect, a
sound will, "an upright heart", as well as the witness of others
his life. Thus we shall consider first that search (Chapter One),
who teach him to seek God. You are great, O Lord, and greatly
then the divine Revelation by which God comes to meet man
(Chapter Two), and finally the response of faith (Chapter Three). to be praised: great is your power and your wisdom is without
measure. and man, so small a part of your creation, wants to
praise you: this man, though clothed with mortality and bearing
CHAPTER ONE MAN'S CAPACITY FOR GOD
the evidence of sin and the proof that you withstand the proud.
Despite everything, man, though but a small a part of your
I. The Desire for God
creation, wants to praise you. You yourself encourage him to
delight in your praise, for you have made us for yourself, and our
27 The desire for God is written in the human heart, because
heart is restless until it rests in you.
man is created by God and for God; and God never ceases to

VI. Necessary Adaptations

23 The Catechism emphasizes the exposition of doctrine. It seeks
to help deepen understanding of faith. In this way it is oriented
towards the maturing of that faith, its putting down roots in
personal life, and its shining forth in personal conduct.
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