
 

 25585 Berg Road, Southfield, MI 48034  | Tel: 248-356-0565 | Fax: 248-356-5235 | Hours: M-F 8am-4pm 

 May 1st, 2016 6th After Easter   

SAINTS OF THE WEEK 
 St. Marculf 

Marculf is also known as 
Marcoul. He was born at 
Bayeux, Gaul, at noble parents. 
He was ordained when he was 
thirty, and did missionary work 
at Coutances. Desirous of living 
as a hermit, he was granted land 
by king Childebert at Nanteuil. 
He attracted numerous 
disciples, and built a monastery, 
of which he was abbot. It 
became a great pilgrimage 
center after his death on May 
1. St. Marculf was regarded as a 
patron who cured skin diseases, 
and as late as 1680, sufferers 
made pilgrimages to his shrine 
at Nanteuil and bathed in the 

springs connected with the 

church. His feast day is May 1.  

 This Thursday is the feast of  the Ascension 
of  the Lord. The feast is forty days after the 
feast of  the Resurrection and it is considered 
a "feast of  the Lord," meaning we should 
embrace it with the same reverence as Easter, 
Epiphany, and Christmas.  However, every 
year the masses are poorly attended which is 
disappointing.   
 
I remember when I first visited the rock in 
the Holy Land which is believed to be the 
one that Jesus ascended from.  It's very 
underwhelming; it's a small chapel, poorly 
maintained, and there is very little assurance 
that Jesus ascended from that 
rock.  However, the prayer that I prayed there 
was that Jesus accomplished what He came 
to do: establish a new covenant in His death 
and resurrection.  Then, He commissioned 
His disciples to continue the mission and 
ascended into Heaven to be with His Father.   
 
So, this is not a small feast day, this is not just 
commemorating a simple act in human 
history, this is celebrating Jesus' trust in His 
church, in His reuniting with the Father, with 
us all being commissioned to spread the 
Gospel, and we need to celebrate it properly! 
 
I strongly challenge everyone to come to the 
masses on Thursday, which will be 
at 10am, 5:30pm, and 7pm.  Have a special 
meal for dinner, open a bottle of  wine, go 

(Continued on page 2) 

The ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com 

http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=303
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9360
http://www.catholic.org/saints/f_day/
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KNOW YOUR FAITH 

out for ice cream, do something!  
We need to live our lives as disciples of  Jesus; 
mourn when it's time to mourn, fast when it's 
time to fast, and feast when it's time to feast! 
 
Have a blessed Feast of  the Ascension! 
 

Fr. Pierre Konja 

 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 

G r e a t  i s  t h e  w i s d o m  o f  t h e  L o r d ! 

G o d  A l m i g h t y ,  Y o u r  W i sd o m  i n c l u d e s 

A n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  w h a t  i s  f a i r ,   

W h a t  i s  l o g i c a l ,  w h a t  i s  t r u e , 

W h a t  i s  r i g h t  a n d  w h a t  i s  l a s t i n g . 

I t  m i r r o r s  Y o u r  p u r e  i n t e l l e c t ! 

I entreat You to grant me such Wisdom, 

That my labors may reflect Your insight. 

Your Wisdom expands in Your creations, 

D i sp l a y i n g  c o m p l e x i t y  a n d  m u l t i p l i c i t y . 

Your Wisdom is an eternity ahead of man. 

May Your wisdom flourish forever!  

(Continued from page 1) The Sacraments 
The sacraments are “efficacious signs of grace, instituted by Christ and 
entrusted to the Church, by which divine life is dispensed to us” . In 
other words, a sacrament is a sacred and visible sign that is instituted by 
Jesus to give us grace, an undeserved gift from God.. Christ is also 
present every time each sacrament is celebrated. The Catholic Church 
has all of the seven sacraments instituted by Christ, which include 
Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, Reconciliation, Anointing of the Sick, 
Holy Orders and Matrimony. The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
explains that “the seven sacraments touch all the stages and all important 
moments of the Christian life”   

Why does the Catholic church practice infant baptism?               
The Church’s practice of infant baptism stems from her teachings 
regarding original sin (what we have) and baptism (what we do about it). 
After the sin of Adam and Eve in the garden, all people are now born 
with original sin due to our fallen human nature. Through the gift of 
grace in Baptism, God washes away this stain of original sin and makes 
us a part of His family and offer us eternal life. Children, who are born 
with the stain of original sin, are also in need of Baptism, in order to free 
them from the bondage of original sin and make them children of God. 
Our loving Father does not wish to withhold His love and grace from 
anyone, including children. Baptism simply requires openness. "The 
Church and the parents would deny a child the priceless grace of 
becoming a child of God were they not to confer Baptism shortly after 
birth.”  

Why do Catholic confess their sins to a priest, rather than going 

directly to God?  

Well, the quick answer is because that’s the way God wants us to do it. 

In James 5:16, God, through Sacred Scripture, commands us to “confess 

our sins to one another.” Notice, Scripture does not say confess your 

sins straight to God and only to God…it says confess your sins to one 

another. In Matthew, chapter 9, verse 6, Jesus tells us that He was given 

authority on earth to forgive sins. And then Scripture proceeds to tell us, 

in verse 8, that this authority was given to “men”…plural. In John 20, 

verses 21-23, what is the 1st thing Jesus says to the gathered disciples on 

the night of His resurrection? “Jesus said to them, ‘Peace be with you. 

As the Father has sent me, even so I send you.'” How did the Father 

send Jesus? Well, we just saw in Mt 9 that the Father sent Jesus with the 

authority on earth to forgive sins. Now, Jesus sends out His disciples as 

the Father has sent Him…so, what authority must Jesus be sending His 

disciples out with? The authority on earth to forgive sins. And, just in 

case they didn’t get it, verses 22-23 say this, “And when He had said this, 

He breathed on them, and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 

forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, 

they are retained.'”Why would Jesus give the Apostles the power to 

forgive or to retain sins if He wasn’t expecting folks to confess their sins 

to them? And how could they forgive or retain sins if no one was 

confessing their sins to them? The Bible tells us to confess our sins to 

one another. It also tells us that God gave men the authority on Earth to 

forgive sins. Jesus sends out His disciples with the authority on earth to 

forgive sins. When Catholics confess our sins to a priest, we are simply 

following the plan laid down by Jesus Christ. He forgives sins through 

the priest…it is God’s power, but He exercises that power through the 

ministry of the priest.  

http://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=27
http://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=27
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10046
http://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=27
http://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=27
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4381
http://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=27
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SATURDAY VIGIL MASS 
4:00PM ENGLISH 

 
SUNDAY MASSES 

8:30AM ARABIC/  

  10:00AM ENGLISH 
  11:30AM MORNING PRAYER 
  12:00PM CHALDEAN/  

  7:00PM ENGLISH 
 

DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES 
    8:00AM  ENGLISH @ ECRC 
   9:30AM MORNING PRAYER 

  10:00AM CHALDEAN/  

   
WEDNESDAY 

 5:00PM  ADORATION 
     6:00PM      ENGLISH MASS 

  7:00PM  BIBLE STUDY 
 

CONFESSION 
  5-7PM   WEDNESDAY 

  6-7PM   SUNDAY 
  OR BY APPOINTMENT 
 
Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office. 
Baptisms:   Please call a few weeks in advance.  
           Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM 
Weddings:  Please schedule six months in advance. 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

PARISH SCHEDULE 

POPE FRANCIS WANTS YOU TO 

EVANGELIZE WITH THE GOSPEL OF JOY 

Pope Francis has the amazing knack for preaching 

while embodying this preaching with his own life. He 

is not simply a great marketer for the Church; he is a 

model of evangelization that we can all learn a lot from.  

An Evangelizer Must be Joyful 

 Consequently, an evangelizer must never look like someone 

who has just come back from a funeral! … And may the 

world of our time, which is searching, sometimes with 

anguish, sometimes with hope, be enabled to receive the 

good news not from evangelizers who are dejected, 

discouraged, impatient or anxious, but from ministers of the 

Gospel whose lives glow with fervor, who have first received 

the joy of Christ”. 

We Must Encounter People to Evangelize 

 Be servants of communion and of the culture of encounter! I 

would like you to be almost obsessed about this. Be so 

without being presumptuous, imposing “our truths,” but 

rather be guided by the humble yet joyful certainty of those 

who have been found, touched and transformed by the Truth 

who is Christ, ever to be proclaimed  

We Must Know How to Give an Initial Proclamation of 

Jesus 

 On the lips of the catechist the first proclamation must ring 

out over and over: “Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to 

save you; and now he is living at your side every day to 

enlighten, strengthen and free you…. nothing is more solid, 

profound, secure, meaningful and wisdom-filled than that 

initial proclamation. ”  

Get Out of Our Comfort Zone 

 I prefer a Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because 

it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is 

unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own 

security. I do not want a Church concerned with being at the 

center and which then ends by being caught up in a web of 

obsessions and procedures. 

FINANCIAL STATUS 

 Sunday Goal*:   $6,000 

 Sunday Collection: $4,505 

 Over/(Under):   ($1,495) 

 *The goal is the cost of  putting a semi
 narian through one year of  studies 
 *Sign up for weekly giving at  



4 

 

CHAPTER ONE MAN'S CAPACITY FOR GOD  

II. Ways of Coming to Know God 

31 Created in God's image and called to know and love him, the 
person who seeks God discovers certain ways of coming to know 
him. These are also called proofs for the existence of God, not in 
the sense of proofs in the natural sciences, but rather in the sense 
of "converging and convincing arguments", which allow us to 
attain certainty about the truth. These "ways" of approaching 
God from creation have a twofold point of departure: the 
physical world, and the human person. 

32 The world: starting from movement, becoming, contingency, 
and the world's order and beauty, one can come to a knowledge 
of God as the origin and the end of the universe. 

As St. Paul says of the Gentiles: For what can be known about 
God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. Ever 
since the creation of the world his invisible nature, namely, his 
eternal power and deity, has been clearly perceived in the things 
that have been made. And St. Augustine issues this challenge: 
Question the beauty of the earth, question the beauty of the sea, 
question the beauty of the air distending and diffusing itself, 
question the beauty of the sky. . . question all these realities. All 
respond: "See, we are beautiful." Their beauty is a profession 
[confessio]. These beauties are subject to change. Who made 
them if not the Beautiful One [Pulcher] who is not subject to 
change?  

 33 The human person: with his openness to truth and beauty, his 
sense of moral goodness, his freedom and the voice of his 
conscience, with his longings for the infinite and for happiness, 
man questions himself about God's existence. In all this he 
discerns signs of his spiritual soul. the soul, the "seed of eternity 
we bear in ourselves, irreducible to the merely material", can have 
its origin only in God.  

34 The world, and man, attest that they contain within 
themselves neither their first principle nor their final end, but 
rather that they participate in Being itself, which alone is without 
origin or end. Thus, in different ways, man can come to know 
that there exists a reality which is the first cause and final end of 
all things, a reality "that everyone calls God". 

35 Man's faculties make him capable of coming to a knowledge 
of the existence of a personal God. But for man to be able to 
enter into real intimacy with him, God willed both to reveal 
himself to man, and to give him the grace of being able to 
welcome this revelation in faith. (so) the proofs of God's 
existence, however, can predispose one to faith and help one to 
see that faith is not opposed to reason.  

III. The Knowledge of God 
According to the Church 

36 "Our holy mother, the 
Church, holds and teaches that 
God, the first principle and last 
end of all things, can be known 
with certainty from the created 
world by the natural light of 
human reason." Without this 
capacity, man would not be able 
to welcome God's revelation. 
Man has this capacity because he 
is created "in the image of God". 

37 In the historical conditions in which he finds himself, 
however, man experiences many difficulties in coming to know 
God by the light of reason alone: 

Though human reason is, strictly speaking, truly capable by its 
own natural power and light of attaining to a true and certain 
knowledge of the one personal God, who watches over and 
controls the world by his providence, and of the natural law 
written in our hearts by the Creator; yet there are many obstacles 
which prevent reason from the effective and fruitful use of this 
inborn faculty. For the truths that concern the relations between 
God and man wholly transcend the visible order of things, and, if 
they are translated into human action and influence it, they call 
for self-surrender and abnegation. the human mind, in its turn, is 
hampered in the attaining of such truths, not only by the impact 
of the senses and the imagination, but also by disordered 
appetites which are the consequences of original sin. So it 
happens that men in such matters easily persuade themselves that 
what they would not like to be true is false or at least doubtful. 

38 This is why man stands in need of being enlightened by God's 
revelation, not only about those things that exceed his 
understanding, but also "about those religious and moral truths 
which of themselves are not beyond the grasp of human reason, 
so that even in the present condition of the human race, they can 
be known by all men with ease, with firm certainty and with no 
admixture of error". 

III. The Knowledge of God According to the Church 

36 "Our holy mother, the Church, holds and teaches that God, 
the first principle and last end of all things, can be known with 
certainty from the created world by the natural light of human 
reason." Without this capacity, man would not be able to 
welcome God's revelation. Man has this capacity because he is 
created "in the image of God". 

 

THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
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