May 8TH 2016

SAINTS OF THE WEEK
St. John The Silent

Sunday After Ascension

MOTHER’S DAY
On this blessed Mother's Day, we have the honor of
having our parish named after the Mother of God.
Now, throughout church history, especially with the
Chaldean church of the East, there has been some
confusion about what it means to call Mary the
Mother of God. The phrase itself needs to be
explained.
The logic is: Mary is the Mother of Jesus, Jesus is
God, thus, Mary is the Mother of God. The
confusion come when people think we're calling
Mary the mother of Jesus' divinity. The divinity of
Jesus was never created, God, as the trinity (Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit) is eternal, no beginning and no
end.

Bishop of Colonia in
Palestine and a hermit. Born
in Nicopolis, Armenia, he
established a monastery at
the age of eighteen.
Appointed a bishop at the
age of twenty-eight, he spent
nine years in his office before
retiring to Jerusalem to
embrace the eremitical life.
Through a vision, he found
his way to the monastery, or
laura, of St. Sabas, asking to
be walled up and living for
seventy-five years as a silent
recluse.

Jesus, however, became incarnate in the womb
of Mary at a specific time in history, he is fully and
completely God and fully and completely man. The
honor due to Mary, because of her docility to God's
will and because God has elevated her as Queen and
Mother of the church, is a gift to us.
We all need and desire the love of a mother; to be
nurtured, taken care of, shown intimacy, etc. and
God has given us Mary, the Mother of God, because
he knows our hearts.

Since, however, we live in a very Protestant world,
especially in America, the great honor we have for
Mary can be confused and even questioned harshly.
That shouldn't deter us from loving Mary and asking
for her intercession to her son, Jesus Christ.
I remember when I was a kid if I wanted ice cream
or candy I would always ask my mom to ask my dad
if I could have some. She knew how to talk to him
better than I did. I, of course, could have asked him
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myself and I did on many occasions, but there's something
about a mother's love that calms the heart.
As we pray today especially for all mothers, living and
deceased, we thank God for giving us His mother as
a mother to us all.

Responsibilities

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and
at the hour of our death. Amen.

The responsibilities of mothers are awesome. By loving your children,
you enable your children to love themselves and to love others. By
respecting your children and meeting their needs, you show your
children that the world is a safe place to be. By providing a good example, discussing your goals and hopes with your children, and setting boundaries, you give your children values that will support and
guide them throughout their lives. By encouraging your children to
contribute to the on-going team effort that is the family, you teach
your children to act responsibly. By sharing your faith with your children you help your children to believe and trust in God and to put
their faith into practice. By loving your children, meeting their needs,
sharing your values with them, giving them responsibilities they can
handle, and teaching them about your faith, you help them to become
well-adjusted, responsible adults capable of loving others and of a
deep, sustaining faith. The effective communication of love, security,
values, a sense of responsibility, and of faith depends on a bond
based on unconditional love. This is why an institutional childcare
setting, no matter how well run, cannot communicate these fundamentals to children anywhere near as effectively as mothers can. The
work of mothers, therefore, is necessary to the functioning of our
homes, our communities, our society, our economy, and to the future
of the Church.

Fr. Pierre Konja

Prayer For All Mothers
O almighty and eternal God, Lord of both the living and
the dead, Your tender mercy embraces all men foreknown
to be Yours by faith and a good life. Through
the intercession of the Most Blessed Virgin Maryour
Mother, and of all the saints, grant Your merciful pardon
to all mothers for whom we pray, whether they still are
living in this world or have departed from this flesh into
the world to come. Especially, dear Lord, grant the
requests I now make of You for my own beloved mother.

God is your support and guide
It is just as well then that, as a Christian, you know that God is at
your side. The Christian faith is a fantastic resource for mothers.
Your faith helps you to recognize the importance of what you are
doing . We venerate Mary, the mother of God, not because she was
heroic, learned, wealthy, or powerful. We venerate her because she
was a mother and, through her mothering, taught us about the demands and the blessings of a life lived for others. Your faith, moreover, is an excellent guide to mothering. You cannot do better than to
consider how God loves and guides you and try to emulate His example in loving and guiding your own children. Good mothering is as
simple, and as difficult, as that. Your faith, finally, offers support in
times of trial. Faith deepens your love, focuses your vision, enriches
your understanding, and teaches you to submit to the will of God
which you know to be good. And it is from such rich soil that hope
can grow. And hope is the driving force of mothering. When you
delve the depths of your faith as you confront the responsibilities and
challenges of being a mother, you will find there sustenance, guidance, and hope. Your relationship to God helps you to love, to forgive, to persevere, and to hope. When you can love, forgive, persevere, and hope, you can build enduring relationships with others; you
can share yourself with others, do your duty, and cope with difficulties. You can fulfil the responsibilities and meet the challenges of
being a mother. When you think of your work as a mother as faith in
action, your work is enriched by your faith and enriches your faith.

2

PARISH SCHEDULE
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

God’s love for you
God loves you like the perfect mother. He loves you
unconditionally. He loves you when you succeed and when you
struggle; He loves you when you are kind and when you are angry;
He loves you when you rejoice and when you suffer. God’s love
is, moreover, transformative. It is ‘an effective and operative love.
[it] is a love which, far from presupposing in us any lovableness,
actually produces that lovableness within us.’2 God’s love lifts you
up, as it were, out of your own ways and into His way; it helps
you to grow in virtue. God’s love, then, is unconditional and it is
enabling. God loves you even when you fail to be kind and wise
and good. And God’s love enables you to become kind and wise
and good. Practicing your faith can help you to experience God’s
love. When you keep in mind God’ s word as you go about your
activities, when you devote time to prayer, read spiritual texts,
attend Mass, seek out the sacrament of reconciliation, and give as
well as receive love through countless acts of kindness, you can
come to know and enjoy God’s love for you. You can come to
feel yourself held by Him and guided by Him and experience the
joy of being known and loved. And when you know yourself to
be loved by Him as His child with an unconditional and enabling
love, you can come to love yourself with an unconditional and
enabling love. When you know yourself to be loved by Him as
His child with an unconditional and enabling love, you can also
come to love your children with an unconditional and enabling
love.. Margaret Hebblethwaite, a Catholic mother and author,
captures the link between God’s love for us and our love for our
children: When we fail we need to turn to the one who has not
failed, in whom hope and achievement are perfectly united, in
whom motherly love has lived up to its promise.[...] We have
already drunk deeply, more deeply than we know, of that divine
love, and have our children drink of it through us. But it is not
ours to give for ever, it does not originate in us. We must turn
back, and drink again, like children, trust again, pray again, depend
again. Then, strengthened and consoled by our mother, we can be
a mother again to our little ones, letting maternity flow through
us, not from us but from God.3 Like God’s love for you, your
unconditional love for your children enables your children to
grow in holiness and happiness. Your unconditional love for your
children communicates acceptance, respect, and concern to your
children. This helps your children to experience their life as
worthwhile and to develop self-confidence and trust in others.
From this position of profound security, your children are
enabled to engage with the world and to develop loving
relationships - to pass on, in effect, the love they have received.
As you let God’s love flow through you to hold and to guide your
children, you yourself become changed. When you love your
children unconditionally, you give of yourself without looking to
your own advantage. And as you give of yourself to your children,
you find that your children become a part of you. You are then at
once diminished in finite external assets such as money and
professional prestige as you pour of yourself - your time, your
energy, your dreams, your ambitions - into these little beings, and
infinitely enriched internally by these new lives and this new love..

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
4:00PM
ENGLISH
SUNDAY MASSES
8:30AM
ARABIC/
10:00AM
ENGLISH
11:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
12:00PM
CHALDEAN/
7:00PM
ENGLISH
DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES
8:00AM
ENGLISH @ ECRC
9:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
10:00AM
CHALDEAN/
WEDNESDAY
5:00PM
ADORATION
6:00PM
ENGLISH MASS
7:00PM
BIBLE STUDY
CONFESSION
5-7PM
WEDNESDAY
6-7PM
SUNDAY
OR BY APPOINTMENT
Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office.
Baptisms: Please call a few weeks in advance.
Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM
Weddings: Please schedule six months in advance.

FINANCIAL STATUS
Sunday Goal*:
$6,000
Sunday Collection: $4,332
Over/(Under):
($1,668)
*The goal is the cost of putting a semi
narian through one year of studies
*Sign up for weekly giving at
OurladyofChaldeans.com
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MOTHER OF GOD PARISH FIRST COMMUNION
Last Name First Name

Last Name First Name

Abed

Joseph

Kakos

Angelica

Abed

Sabrina

Khudhur

Maryana

Abed

Selena

Kouza

Mena

Adnan

Emily

Maizy

Riley

Atto

Alicia

Mansoor

Chloe

Atto

John Paul

Markoz

Julian

Bajawa

Candace

Marrogy

Aubrey

Cole

Nicklas

Marrogy

Donovan

Cole

Robert

Putrus

Donovan

Dallaly

Olivia

Runion

Joseph

Dalou

Olivia

Safirta

Mariam

Dalou

Sofia

Savaya

Starla

Danjou

Lauren

Semma

Landen

Danjou

Sean

Shamou

Angelina

Gamsho

Patrick

Shinko

Mattthew

Goryoka

Elias

Sitto

Adrian

Goryoka

Elina

Watson

Francis

Haddad

Christian

Yago

Antonio

Haddad

Giselle

Yaldo

Lana

Haddad

Sarah

Yaldo

Maryam

Hanna

Duraid

Yeldo

Daniel

Jarbo

Grace

Yeldo

Isaac

Kajy

Dylon

Yousif

Donovan

Kajy

Julian
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