May 15th, 2016
SAINTS OF THE WEEK

St. Paschal Baylon

1st of Apostles (Pentecost)

Come, Holy Spirit!
Pentecost Sunday shifts everything. The apostles
went from being afraid to preach to preaching in
dozens of different languages to thousands of
people. The church shifts from the season of the
Resurrection to the season of the Apostles, our
relationship with God shifts from not knowing how
to pray to being guided by the Holy Spirit, and an
infinite amount of work the Holy Spirit has done in
the Church and her followers.
Come, Holy Spirit!

Franciscan lay brother and
mystic. Born to a
peasant family at Torre
Hermosa, in Aragon, on
Whitsunday, he was
christened Pascua in honor of
the feast. According to
accounts of his early life,
Paschal labored as a shepherd
for his father, performed
miracles, and was distinguished
for his austerity. He also
taught himself to read.
Receiving a vision which told
him to enter a nearby
Franciscan community, he
became a Franciscan lay
brother of the Alcantrine
reform in 1564, and spent
most of his life as a humble
doorkeeper.

Providentially, the church today is also shifting.
Bishop Sarhed, the Chaldean bishop of the Eparchy
of St. Peter in San Diego, has submitted his
retirement and it had been accepted, something every
bishop is required to do at the age of 75. Also, four
of our parishes in our Eparchy are getting different
priests. Changing and shifting is not something that
comes naturally to us, we like order and consistency.
For the Church, the parishes, and priests, however,
it's very healthy to shift.
Come, Holy Spirit!
God has sent us his Holy Spirit to guide the Church
and attach her members, not to a certain priest or a
certain bishop, but to Jesus and the mission of the
church. Our natural temptation is to attach ourselves
to an individual more than to parish or Jesus, and we
need to actively fight against that temptation to
strengthen the Church at large. Now, of course it's
good to form healthy relationships with priests, but
the key word is "healthy."
Come, Holy Spirit!
Another temptation that will arise when priests shift
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is to compare us to each other, which, once again, is
natural but needs to be fought against. Each of us priests
are different with great qualities and great short comings,
but the mission is the same, the spread of the gospel and
the salvation of souls!
Come, Holy Spirit!
So as we shift to the season of the apostles and the season
of the Holy Spirit, let's continue to pray for all bishops,
priests, seminarians, and all those who serve with them.
Let's also continue to pray for a greater openness to the
Holy Spirit and trust that it will guide the Church and her
mission.
Come, Holy Spirit!

Fr. Pierre Konja

What does Pentecost say to those who claim that they
believe in God, but they don’t see the Church as a
necessary part of God’s plan to save them or any of us?
The Catechism responds by pointing out: “…the Church’s
Mission is not an addition to that of Christ and the Holy Spirit,
but is its sacrament: in her whole being and in all her members,
the Church is sent to announce, bear witness, make present, and
spread the mystery of the communion of the Holy Trinity”
(Catechism, 738). So, the Church is an integral part that flows
from the “Mission” and saving work of God the Son and God the
Holy Spirit. Rejection of the Church’s place in God’s plan of
saving people is to reject a huge portion of God’s saving work –
which endangers one’s salvation.
A Fact from our Catholic History:
One of the old names for Pentecost is Whitsunday. Pentecost
was called Whitsunday or “White Sunday” because of the white
baptismal robes that were worn by those baptized on the Vigil of
Pentecost. Often these white garments were worn for some time
afterwards, as a mark of consecration and as a mark of the purity
bestowed on their souls through Baptism

Was there any symbolic meaning to the manifestation
of the wind and the tongues of fire?
The “wind” recalls the Spirit of God moving over the waters at
the creation of the world (Genesis 1:1-2). The manifestation of
the Holy Spirit through the “strong, driving wind” indicates that a
“new creation” is taking place: the renewal of humanity in God’s
Holy Spirit. The “tongues of fire” denote the Presence of God,
purification, and Judgment. Traditional catechesis (i.e. training
people in the Faith) saw the tongues of fire as signifying the
sacredness and divine (God-given) authority of the preaching and
teaching of the Apostles, by whose words, fervor, and witness,
and example all people were to be converted to the knowledge,
love, and service to God.

How was the Church sanctified or made holy through
the coming of the Holy Spirit?
The Church was sanctified by the Holy Spirit by transmitting the
graces of Jesus won by His Cross and Resurrection to the
Bishops, Priests, Deacons, and all the Faithful who are the
Church.
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When Pentecost day came round, they had all met together, when
suddenly there came from heaven a sound as of a violent wind
which filled the entire house in which they were sitting; and there
appeared to them tongues as of fire; these separated and came to
rest on the head of each of them. They were all filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to speak different languages as
the Spirit gave them power to express themselves. Now there
were devout men living in Jerusalem from every nation under
heaven, and at this sound they all assembled, and each one was
bewildered to hear these men speaking his own language. They
were amazed and astonished. 'Surely,' they said, 'all these men
speaking are Galileans? How does it happen that each of us hears
them in his own native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites;
people from Mesopotamia, Judaea and Cappadocia, Pontus and
Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya round
Cyrene; residents of Rome- Jews and proselytes alike -- Cretans
and Arabs, we hear them preaching in our own language about
the marvels of God. Acts 2:1-11

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
4:00PM
ENGLISH
SUNDAY MASSES
8:30AM
ARABIC/
10:00AM
ENGLISH
11:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
12:00PM
CHALDEAN/
7:00PM
ENGLISH
DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES
8:00AM
ENGLISH @ ECRC
9:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
10:00AM
CHALDEAN/
WEDNESDAY
5:00PM
ADORATION
6:00PM
ENGLISH MASS
7:00PM
BIBLE STUDY

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
O Jesus, through the immaculate heart of Mary, I offer you my
prayers, works, joys and sufferings of this day in union with the
holy sacrifice of the Mass throughout the world. I offer them for
all the intentions of your sacred heart: the salvation of
souls, reparation for sin, the reunion of all Christians. I offer
them for the intentions of our bishops and of all the apostles of
prayer, and in particular for those recommended by our Holy
Father this month.

CONFESSION
5-7PM
WEDNESDAY
6-7PM
SUNDAY
OR BY APPOINTMENT
Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office.
Baptisms: Please call a few weeks in advance.
Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM
Weddings: Please schedule six months in advance.

FINANCIAL STATUS
Sunday Goal:
Sunday Collection:
Over/(Under):
Online Donation Goal:
Online Collection:

$6,000
$6,136
$136
$4,000
$806

*Sign up for weekly giving at
OurladyofChaldeans.com
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
especially man, created in the
image and likeness of God. The
manifold perfections of creatures
- their truth, their goodness, their
beauty all reflect the infinite
perfection of God. Consequently
we can name God by taking his
creatures" perfections as our
starting point, "for from the
greatness and beauty of created
things comes a corresponding
perception of their Creator".15

CHAPTER ONE MAN'S CAPACITY FOR GOD
III. The Knowledge of God According to the Church
36 "Our holy mother, the Church, holds and teaches that God,
the first principle and last end of all things, can be known with
certainty from the created world by the natural light of human
reason." Without this capacity, man would not be able to
welcome God's revelation. Man has this capacity because he is
created "in the image of God".
37 In the historical conditions in which he finds himself,
however, man experiences many difficulties in coming to know
God by the light of reason alone:

42 God transcends all creatures. We must therefore continually
purify our language of everything in it that is limited, imagebound or imperfect, if we are not to confuse our image of God-"the inexpressible, the incomprehensible, the invisible, the
ungraspable"--with our human representations.16 Our human
words always fall short of the mystery of God.

Though human reason is, strictly speaking, truly capable by its
own natural power and light of attaining to a true and certain
knowledge of the one personal God, who watches over and
controls the world by his providence, and of the natural law
written in our hearts by the Creator; yet there are many obstacles
which prevent reason from the effective and fruitful use of this
inborn faculty. For the truths that concern the relations between
God and man wholly transcend the visible order of things, and, if
they are translated into human action and influence it, they call
for self-surrender and abnegation. The human mind, in its turn, is
hampered in the attaining of such truths, not only by the impact
of the senses and the imagination, but also by disordered
appetites which are the consequences of original sin. So it
happens that men in such matters easily persuade themselves that
what they would not like to be true is false or at least doubtful.

43 Admittedly, in speaking about God like this, our language is
using human modes of expression; nevertheless it really does
attain to God himself, though unable to express him in his
infinite simplicity. Likewise, we must recall that "between Creator
and creature no similitude can be expressed without implying an
even greater dissimilitude";17 and that "concerning God, we
cannot grasp what he is, but only what he is not, and how other
beings stand in relation to him."

IN BRIEF
44 Man is by nature and vocation a religious being. Coming from
God, going toward God, man lives a fully human life only if he
38 This is why man stands in need of being enlightened by God's freely lives by his bond with God.
45 Man is made to live in communion with God in whom he
revelation, not only about those things that exceed his
finds happiness: When I am completely united to you, there will
understanding, but also "about those religious and moral truths
which of themselves are not beyond the grasp of human reason, be no more sorrow or trials; entirely full of you, my life will be
so that even in the present condition of the human race, they can complete (St. Augustine,Conf. 10, 28, 39: PL 32, 795}.
be known by all men with ease, with firm certainty and with no
46 When he listens to the message of creation and to the voice of
admixture of error".
conscience, man can arrive at certainty about the existence of
God, the cause and the end of everything.
IV. HOW CAN WE SPEAK ABOUT GOD?

39 In defending the ability of human reason to know God, the
Church is expressing her confidence in the possibility of speaking
about him to all men and with all men, and therefore of dialogue
with other religions, with philosophy and science, as well as with
unbelievers and atheists.

47 The Church teaches that the one true God, our Creator and
Lord, can be known with certainty from his works, by the natural
light of human reason (cf. Vatican Council I, can. 2 § 1: DS
3026), 48 We really can name God, starting from the manifold
perfections of his creatures, which are likenesses of the infinitely
perfect God, even if our limited language cannot exhaust the
mystery.

40 Since our knowledge of God is limited, our language about
him is equally so. We can name God only by taking creatures as
our starting point, and in accordance with our limited human
ways of knowing and thinking.

49 Without the Creator, the creature vanishes (GS 36). This is
the reason why believers know that the love of Christ urges
them to bring the light of the living God to those who do not
know him or who reject him.

41 All creatures bear a certain resemblance to God, most
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Hello Players and Parents,
Welcome to another Summer Season for CCSL! New this year is
online registration; this is the ONLY way a player can register. Be
sure to register and send your friends and family to this link:
www.chaldeanchurch.com/ccsl
Also, this summer we are trying something new. Instead of a big
registration day, teams will get together the week before the season starts (May 29th – June 4th) at a location determined by your
church administrator. This is where teams will be selected and
practices will begin! The season will officially start on Saturday,
June 11th. If you have any questions, feel free to contact us. More
detailed information can be found below and on our website.
God’s Blessings,
Priscilla Stephan
248-225-1980
ccsl@chaldeanchurch.com
Sports & Ages
We offer the following sports for the listed ages (age brackets are
based on players’ age on June 1st, 2016)
VOLLEYBALL
Middle School | ages 10-13 | Girls
High School | ages 14-18 | Girls
Young Adult | ages 19-35 | Co-ed (min of 8 players/team)
SOCCER
Middle School | ages 10-13 | Boys & Girls
High School | ages 14-18 | Boys & Girls
Young Adult | ages 19-35 | Co-ed
Season Information
-

Games are played Saturday mornings throughout the summer: June 11th- August 6th
-

Playoffs and Championships are currently scheduled for
August 6th, 13th & 20th
-

The Season Banquet will be held on August 20th

-

All games are held at the Southfield Civic Center
o 26000 Evergreen Rd, Southfield 48076
o Evergreen Road, ½ mile South of I-696

Practices details (time, location, fees) are at the coach’s
discretion and will be communicated at your first practice session
Cost
(This cost includes $10 jersey. All players must purchase a new
jersey this season)
-

Middle School - $60
-

High School - $70

-

Young Adult - $80
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YOUR ADVERTISEMENT COULD BE HERE
Multiple sizes available (business card, half page, full page, etc.) If you are interested in helping the Church and advertising with us, Please contact:
Nancy Yousif at 248-356-0565

7

ANNOUNCEMENTS

8

