May 22nd, 2016

SAINTS OF THE WEEK
St. Rita

Patron of impossible cases, difficult
marriages, and parenthood
Rita was born in the year 1381 in the village of
Roccaporena, near Cascia , Italy . Her parents,
Antonio and Amata Lotti, considered her birth
a very special gift from God, for Rita was born
to them as they were already advancing in age.
As a young girl Rita frequently visited the
convent of the Augustinian Nuns in Cascia and
dreamed of one day joining their community.
Her parents, however, had promised her in
marriage, according to the custom of the day,
to Paolo Mancini, a good man of strong and
impetuous character. Rita accepted her parents’
decision, resolved to see this as God’s will for
her.
Feast Day: May 22
Beatified By: by Pope Urban VII in 1627
Canonized By: by Pope Leo XIII on May 24,
1900.

2nd of Apostles

SIGNS OF THE DISCIPLES
If you are a disciple of Christ what makes you
different from the rest of the world?

The reading from Acts is about the boldness and zeal
of Peter and John. They had been arrested because
they taught the resurrection of the dead in Jesus. The
group arresting them, the Sadducees did not believe
in the resurrection in contrast to the Pharisees. So,
why arrest John and Peter? Because they cured a lame
man, showing God was on their side. The Sadducees
ordered them not to speak about Jesus anymore and
the Apostles responded with boldness. They did not
say no in simple defiance, but rather they said that
the man the people murdered has power to judge,
heal, and save and that they cannot but speak about
Jesus. So, a disciple of Christ is bold in the face of
worldly authority when it opposes Christ.
The Gospel gives a second answer to the question,
“what is different about a disciple of Christ?”
First, we will look like fools as did the former
prostitute who came to wash the feet of Jesus. This
woman came in and, seeing that Jesus was God and
had forgiven her sins, made a spectacle of herself.
Jesus tells us that if we have a great deal of sin to be
forgiven we will love all the more deeply. A disciple
of Christ will know the depth of his own sin and
consequently he can love deeply. Without knowledge
of our own faults and shortcomings love seems
impossible. Even for people who, seemingly “good”
or maybe as close to perfect as we can imagine for
ourselves and our peers, like St. Therese of Lisieux,
knew the depth and depravity of her sinfulness in
front of an all loving God and as such was able to
love tremendously.
Finally, Paul tells us a disciple of Christ is someone
who is not sexually immoral, an idolater, a greedy
person, or a swindler. This one may be the hardest to
accept, especially in our age of pornography and
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perverse ideas about sexuality, not to mention our
consumerism. Paul says pretty clearly what must be done
to these people; they must be kicked out of the Church.
However, Paul also gives us a very positive hallmark of the
disciple of Christ; the Christian is not to judge those
outside of the Church. The disciple knows that the world,
for now, is in the hands of the devil so he does not judge
it. However, Paul gives the very important task of the
Church to judge itself. That is why we have priests,
deacons, and bishops to help us decide which people are
obstinate in serious sin and do not belong in the Church.
We call this power and authority excommunication.
The readings tell us a disciple is bold for Christ; fearless
before worldly authority; behaves in a way out of the social
norm when it is appropriate; is aware of their sin and so
loves God all the more; does not persist in living in serious
sin; and does not judge the world because God will do so.
Finally, all three readings showed that the disciple is never
worthy of the mission he is sent on. Neither the woman,
nor Peter, nor Paul were worthy and so a disciple will
always be humble in light of that.

-Michael Filo

Catholic discipleship refers to a committed approach to living a
Christian life within the Catholic Church. The term is generally applied
to Catholics who sincerely attempt to live according to the instructions
provided by Jesus in the New Testament. The U.S. Catholic bishops
have described disciples as those who "make a conscious, firm decision,
carried out in action, to be followers of Jesus Christ no matter the cost
to themselves."


Conscious Choice

One of the characteristics of Catholic discipleship is that it requires a
conscious choice about pursuing a Christian life. Therefore, it is a
commitment that involves more than merely attending Mass and other
Catholic observances in a passive manner. The Catholic who
demonstrates discipleship exercises discipline in pursuing spiritual
observances -- such as prayer or fasting -- as well as good works. Indeed,
all aspects of the Christian life are to be performed with a sense of
purpose.


Christian Actions

Catholic discipleship is visible to observers mainly in the Christian
actions -- or good works -- performed by the individual. Such actions
demonstrate the individual's commitment to helping other people in
various ways. The traditional Catholic practices are the "corporal works
of mercy" (including feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless and
clothing the naked) and the "spiritual works of mercy" (including
converting sinners, comforting the sorrowful and forgiving injuries).
Performing such actions is considered to be a way to follow the example
of Jesus in the New Testament.


Sacrifice

Another mark of Catholic discipleship is a willingness to make personal
sacrifices in pursuing the Christian life. This is reflected in the saying of
Jesus from the Gospel of St. Luke 14:33, "So therefore, whoever of you
does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple." This quote -along with other similar quotes from the Gospel -- clearly indicates the
level of commitment required of a disciple of Christ.


Being a Disciple

Catholic discipleship also requires that the individual be willing to use his
talents and blessings in building the "Kingdom of God," which is the
goal of all Christian activity on earth. Since talents and blessings are seen
as coming from God, the Catholic disciple is expected to be unselfish in
using these for appropriate purposes. Another mark of discipleship is an
unwillingness to resort to excuses to explain inaction or poor
performance. The true Catholic disciple is expected to follow through
on all Christian commitments.
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PARISH SCHEDULE
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
4:00PM
ENGLISH

Yahweh created me, first-fruits of his fashioning, before
the oldest of his works.
From everlasting, I was firmly set, from the beginning,
before the earth came into being.
The deep was not, when I was born, nor were the springs
with their abounding waters. Before the mountains were
settled, before the hills, I came to birth; before he had
made the earth, the countryside, and the first elements of
the world.
When he fixed the heavens firm, I was there, when he drew
a circle on the surface of the deep,
when he thickened the clouds above, when the sources of
the deep began to swell,
when he assigned the sea its boundaries -- and the waters will not encroach on the shore -- when he traced the
foundations of the earth,
I was beside the master craftsman, delighting him day after
day, ever at play in his presence,
at play everywhere on his earth, delighting to be with
the children of men.

SUNDAY MASSES
8:30AM
ARABIC/
10:00AM
ENGLISH
11:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
12:00PM
CHALDEAN/
7:00PM
ENGLISH
DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES
8:00AM
ENGLISH @ ECRC
9:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
10:00AM
CHALDEAN/
WEDNESDAY
5:00PM
ADORATION
6:00PM
ENGLISH MASS
7:00PM
BIBLE STUDY

Proverbs 8:22-31

CONFESSION
5-7PM
WEDNESDAY
6-7PM
SUNDAY
OR BY APPOINTMENT

PRAYER TO SAINT RITA
(Patroness of Impossible Causes)
O glorious St. Rita, your pleadings before the divine crucifix
have been known to grant favors that many would call the
impossible. Lovely St. Rita, so humble, so pure, so devoted
in your love for thy crucified Jesus, speak on my behalf for
my petition which seems so impossible from my humbled
position. (Here mention your request ). Be propitious, O
glorious St. Rita, to my petition, showing thy power with
God on behalf of thy supplicant. Be lavish to me, as thou
has been in so many wonderful cases for the greater glory of
God. I promise, dear St. Rita, if my petition is granted, to
glorify thee, by making known thy favor, to bless and sing
thy praises forever. Relying then upon thy merits and power
before the Sacred Heart of Jesus I pray. Amen.

Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office.
Baptisms: Please call a few weeks in advance.
Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM
Weddings: Please schedule six months in advance.
FINANCIAL STATUS
Sunday Goal:

$6,000

Sunday Collection:

$4,267

Over/(Under):

($1,733)

______________________________________________
Monthly Online Donation Goal:

$4,000

Monthly Online Collection:

($806)

Sign up for weekly giving at
OurladyofChaldeans.com
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
PART ONE
THE PROFESSION OF FAITH

55 This revelation was not
broken off by our first parents'
sin. "After the fall, [God] buoyed
SECTION ONE
them up with the hope of
"I BELIEVE" - "WE BELIEVE"
salvation, by promising
redemption; and he has never
CHAPTER TWO
ceased to show his solicitude for
GOD COMES TO MEET MAN
the human race. For he wishes to
give eternal life to all those who
50 By natural reason man can know God with certainty, on the
seek salvation by patience in
basis of his works. But there is another order of knowledge,
which man cannot possibly arrive at by his own powers: the order well-doing."
of divine Revelation. Through an utterly free decision, God has
The Covenant with Noah
revealed himself and given himself to man. This he does by
revealing the mystery, his plan of loving goodness, formed from 56 After the unity of the human
race was shattered by sin God at
all eternity in Christ, for the benefit of all men. God has fully
revealed this plan by sending us his beloved Son, our Lord Jesus once sought to save humanity
part by part. The covenant with
Christ, and the Holy Spirit.
Noah after the flood gives expression to the principle of the
ARTICLE 1
divine economy toward the "nations", in other words, towards
THE REVELATION OF GOD
men grouped "in their lands, each with [its] own language, by
their families, in their nations".
I. GOD REVEALS HIS "PLAN OF LOVING
GOODNESS"
57 This state of division into many nations is at once cosmic,
social and religious. It is intended to limit the pride of fallen
51 "It pleased God, in his goodness and wisdom, to reveal
humanity united only in its perverse ambition to forge its own
himself and to make known the mystery of his will. His will was unity as at Babel. But, because of sin, both polytheism and the
that men should have access to the Father, through Christ, the
idolatry of the nation and of its rulers constantly threaten this
Word made flesh, in the Holy Spirit, and thus become sharers in provisional economy with the perversion of paganism.
the divine nature."
52 God, who "dwells in unapproachable light", wants to
communicate his own divine life to the men he freely created, in 58 The covenant with Noah remains in force during the times of
the Gentiles, until the universal proclamation of the
order to adopt them as his sons in his only-begotten Son.3 By
Gospel.13 The Bible venerates several great figures among the
revealing himself God wishes to make them capable of
Gentiles: Abel the just, the king-priest Melchisedek - a figure of
responding to him, and of knowing him and of loving him far
Christ - and the upright "Noah, Daniel, and Job". Scripture thus
beyond their own natural capacity.
expresses the heights of sanctity that can be reached by those
53 The divine plan of Revelation is realized simultaneously "by
who live according to the covenant of Noah, waiting for Christ to
deeds and words which are intrinsically bound up with each
"gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad".
other" and shed light on each another. It involves a specific
divine pedagogy: God communicates himself to man gradually.
God chooses Abraham
He prepares him to welcome by stages the supernatural
Revelation that is to culminate in the person and mission of the
59 In order to gather together scattered humanity God calls
incarnate Word, Jesus Christ.
Abram from his country, his kindred and his father's house, and
makes him Abraham, that is, "the father of a multitude of
II. THE STAGES OF REVELATION
nations". "In you all the nations of the earth shall be blessed."
In the beginning God makes himself known

60 The people descended from Abraham would be the trustee of
the promise made to the patriarchs, the chosen people, called to
prepare for that day when God would gather all his children into
the unity of the Church. They would be the root on to which the
Gentiles would be grafted, once they came to believe.

54 "God, who creates and conserves all things by his Word,
provides men with constant evidence of himself in created
realities. And furthermore, wishing to open up the way to
heavenly salvation - he manifested himself to our first parents
from the very beginning."6 He invited them to intimate
communion with himself and clothed them with resplendent
grace and justice.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Chaldean Church Sports League

FOLLOWING JESUS THE
LIGHT OF THE WORLD

Hello Players and Parents, welcome to another Summer Season
for CCSL! New this year is online registration; this is the ONLY
way a player can register. Be sure to register and send your
friends and family to this link: www.chaldeanchurch.com/ccsl
Also, this summer we are trying something new. Instead of a big
registration day, teams will get together the week before the season starts (May 29th – June 4th) at a location determined by your
church administrator. This is where teams will be selected and
practices will begin! The season will officially start on Saturday,
June 11th. If you have any questions, feel free to contact us. More
detailed information can be found below and on our website.
God’s Blessings,
Priscilla Stephan
248-225-1980
ccsl@chaldeanchurch.com
Sports & Ages
We offer the following sports for the listed ages (age brackets are
based on players’ age on June 1st, 2016)
VOLLEYBALL
Middle School | ages 10-13 | Girls
High School | ages 14-18 | Girls
Young Adult | ages 19-35 | Co-ed (min of 8 players/team)
SOCCER
Middle School | ages 10-13 | Boys & Girls
High School | ages 14-18 | Boys & Girls
Young Adult | ages 19-35 | Co-ed
Season Information
Games are played Saturday mornings throughout the summer:
June 11th- August 6th

REGISTER YOUR KIDS
TODAY FOR VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL!

Playoffs and Championships are currently scheduled for
August 6th, 13th & 20th
The Season Banquet will be held on August 20th
All games are held at the Southfield Civic Center
o 26000 Evergreen Rd, Southfield 48076
Evergreen Road, ½ mile South of I-696
Practices details (time, location, fees) are at the coach’s
discretion and will be communicated at your first practice session
Cost

YOUR ADVERTISEMENT COULD BE HERE

(This cost includes $10 jersey. All players must purchase a new
jersey this season)

Multiple sizes available (business card, half page,
full page, etc.) If you are interested in helping the
Church and advertising with us, Please contact:

Middle School - $60
High School - $70

Nancy Yousif at 248-356-0565

Young Adult - $80
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Crossword Puzzle: The Beatitudes

Across
4. Blessed are they that suffer...for justice' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven
6. Blessed are the...for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
8. Blessed are the...for they shall be called the children of God.

Down
1. Blessed are they..., for they shall be comforted.
2. Blessed are the..., for they shall see God.
3. Blessed are the..., for they shall possess the land.
5. Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after justice, for they shall be...
7. Blessed are the...for they shall obtain mercy.
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